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Abstract

The study aimed to examine the influence
of parents’ working status and gender on their
attitude towards a girl child. Specifically, the
ORIGINAL ARTICLE researchers hypothesized that parents in
households where both individuals are working
would exhibit a more favorable attitude towards
their girl child compared to families where only
the father is employed and the mother remains a
homemaker. To investigate this, a sample was
selected incidentally, comprising 260 mothersand
260 fathers. The samplewas carefully constructed
to maintain an equal distribution of parents based
on their working status: half from families where

Authors .
both parentsworked, and half fromfamilieswhere
Dr. Kalpana_.Jha, Dr. VershaVerma only the father worked (with the mother being a
Assigtant Professor

homemaker). The Attitude towards Girls Child
Scale, developed by Dani in 2009, was the
instrument used to measure attitudes. Thefindings
of the study confirmed the research hypothesis
concerning the role of parents’ occupational status
in shaping their attitude towardsa girl child. This suggeststhat the working status of parentsisindeed
significantly associated with their attitudes towards daughters. However, the study did not find a
significant role for the gender of the parents themselves in influencing attitudes towards a girl child.
Furthermore, no significant interaction effect between the parents’ gender and their occupational
status was observed in relation to their attitude.
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I ntroduction

TheIndian scenarioisnot very much different. Sincelong through history, it hasbeen observed that
femaesareascribed alower socid statusin man-dominating society. Attitude of peopletoward girl childis
considerablelessfavourablethan male child. Asper 2001 census sex ratio in Indiaisa933/1000 males,
which continuesto be significantly adverse towardswomen and isthe lowest amongst 10 most popul ar
countriesisworld. Most alarmingisdecreasein CSR (Child Sex Ratio). In Punjab, the number was| east
(793) in 2001, followed by Haryana (820) and Chandigarh (845). Advancesin technology and diagnostic
facilitieshave opened up avenuefor girl hatersleading to seriousdisturbancein sex ratio asaresult of femae
feticide. Desirefor maechild manifestsso bluntly that parentshave no qua msabout repested, closdy spaced
pregnancies, premature deaths, and eventerminating child beforeitisborn. Birth of afemaechildisreceived
asacursewith economic and social liability. In each corner of India, girlsface discrimination; they often
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receivelessfood than boys, havelessaccessto schooling and unlike boysthey are madeto do long hours of
labour beginning at atender age.

Fema es have often been object of strong, persstent stereotypes (Aube & Koestner, 1992). For example,
inmany cultures, maesareassumed to possess such desirabl etraits asdeci s veness, forcefulness, confidence,
ambition, and rationality. In contrast, the corresponding assumptions about fema esincludelessdesirable
traits such as passivity, submissiveness, indecisi veness, emotionality, and dependence (Deanx, 1993; and
Unger, 1994).

Thisattitudetowardsgirl child isdetermined by variousfactors. Working status and gender of parents
are among such important factors and are considered in the present research.

Working status of parents seemsto determinetheir attitudetoward girl child. Family environment of
both working parentsiscertainly different fromthefamily where only father isearning and mother ispurely a
homemaker. Dueto greater exposureto out world and redization of theimportanceof girl infamily upliftment,
itisreasonableto believethat both working parents show morefavourableattitudetoward girl child thanin
the condition whereonly father earnsand mother ispurely ahomemaker.

Gender of parentsisa so animportant factor in attitude toward girl child. Itisgenerally observed,
mother are more supportive towards their daughters and they don’t show biases between their daughters and
sonsasstrong asfathers. Sharmaet a. (2007) observed that more than 50% of motherswant their daughters
education level to be up to post-graduation level and 95% of motherswould allow their daughtersto select
subjectsof their own choice and takeadmissionin any college, even out of state.

Problem & Hypothesis

The present research deal swith working status and gender of parents asthe determinants of attitude
towardsgirl child. For the purpose, the specific problemsundertaken and rel evant hypotheses are described
herebe ow:

Problems

1. Thefirst problem of theresearch pertainsto role of working statusof parentsintheir attitudetowards
girl child. More specifically, the problem is whether, ‘Both Working Parents’ and ‘Only Father Working’
groupsdifferinregardtotheir rolesin their attitudetowardsgirl child.

2. Thesecond problem of theresearch pertainsto roleof gender of parentson their attitudetowardstheir
girl child. In other words, the problem iswhether mother and father differ in regard to their attitude
towardsgirl child?

3. Thelast problem of theresearch pertainsto interaction effect of working statusand gender of parents
ontheir attitudetowardstheir girl child.

Hypothesis
1. Itishypothesized that thetwo differential groupswould differ in respect of their attitude towardsgirl
child. Inother words, itisexpected that parents (both working) would show morefavourabl eattitude
towardsgirl child in comparison to those parentswhere only father works and mother ispurely a
homemaker.

2. Itishypothesized that both the parentswould differ inrespect of their attitudetoward girl child. More
specificaly, itisexpected that motherswoul d show morefavourabl eattitudetoward their girl child than
fathers.

3. Itisassumed that therewould exist genuineinteraction effect of working status and gender of parents
ontheir attitudetoward girl child.
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M ethodology
Sample
A fina sampleof 260 mother and 260 fatherswere selected incidenta ly from alarger population. Care
wastaken to select equal number of parents (n = 130) from two working status groupsi.e., both parents
working and only father working.
Tablel1: Detailsof Find Sample

Parent’s Parent’s Working Statu§
Gender Both Father Working/ Total
Working | Mother Homemaker
Father n=65 n==65 130
Mother n=65 n==65 130
Totd 130 130 260

Tools
“Attitude Toward Girl Child Test” developed and standardized by Dani (2009) was used to measure
attitude of parentstoward girl child.

Design & Procedure

A 2x2 factoria design was used to study independent and joint roles of working status and gender of
parentsintheir attitudetowardsgirl child.

After selecting thefina sampleof 260 both working parentsand 260 only father working parentstest
of attitudetoward girl child wasadministered onthem. Care wastaken to maintain mother-father ratioas 1: 1.

Results & Discussion

Theauthor intended to study roles of working status of parentsintheir attitudetowardsgirl child. The
obtained dataaresummarizedin Table 2.

1. Roleof Working Status
Thefirst problem of theresearch pertained to role of working status of parentsintheir attitude towards
girl child. It was hypothesi zed that parents (both working) would exhibit morefavourabl e attitudetowards girl
child than parentswhere only father isworking.
Table2: Statistica Detailsof Sub-Groups

Parent’s Pargnt’s Working Status .
Gender Both Working Father Working/ Mean
Mother Homemaker
n |=| 130 n =] 130
Father | M | =| 108.4 M = | 107.67 108.065
Ix? | = | 2558.128 Sx? | = | 2278.837
n |=| 130 n =| 130
Mother | M | = | 108.865 M = |107.32 108.0275
Ix? | =| 2252.069 sx? | = | 2086.672
Mean 108.5725 107.52 108.04626
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Table 3: Summary of Two-Way ANOVA

Sour ces SS df Vv F-ratio | Remarks
Between 2 Occupational Groups (OG) 144.00 1| 14400 | 4.650 P<.01
Between 2 Gender Groups (GG) 0.18 1 0.18 | 0.005 NS
Interaction Effect (OG x GG) 8.96 1 8.96 | 0.250 NS
Within Sets (Error Term) 18351.40 | 516 | 35.57
Total 18504.54 | 519

Aperusal of Table 2 clarifies that average attitude scores of ‘both working’ parents (M = 108.5725) is
higher than that of ‘only father working’ group (M = 107.52). The obtained F-ratio (F = 4.65, Table 3) is
sgnificant at .01 leve of significancefor 1 and 516 degreesof freedom, indi cating thereby agenuinedifference
between thetwo working statusgroupsin regard to their attitudetowards girl child. Morespecificaly, it can
be concluded that both working parentstruly show morefavourabledttitudetowardsgirl childin comparison
tothosewhere only father works.

It seemsthat in the condition of both working parentsthereis more exposureto outer dynamically
changing world. Certainly now-a-day girlsare getting egalitarian status. In comparison to past, quite higher
number of parentsarewillingly permit their girl childrento go for higher education andinjobs. Theeffective
mediatoo isplyingitsvital rolesin educating these parentswho are already proneto changethemselveswith
changing norms of modern society. In contrast, in the condition of only father working, themother isquite
deprived of such exposuresandisproneto maintain traditional rolesfor girl child like her won, which may
block the development of girl child. In such family, usualy girl child has been considered aburdentothe
family. These conditionsmay |ead to possess|essfavourable or unfavourabl e attitudetowardsgirl child.

2.  Roleof Gender of Parents
Second problem of theresearch pertainstorole of gender of parentsintheir attitudetowardsgirl child.
It was hypothesized that, motherswould show morefavourabl e attitudetoward girl child than fathers.

A perusal of Table 2 clarifiesthat, average attitude score of father (M = 108.065) isalmost similar to
that of mothers (M = 108.0275). the obtained F-ratio for thisdifference (F = 0.005, P>.05, Table 3) isnot
significant at any acceptablelevel of significancefor 1 and 516 degreesof freedomwhich providesempirica
ground to concludethat fathersand mothersdo not differ truly in respect of their attitudetowardsgirl child.

Themodern society emphasi zeshighly on achievement and regardshigh for such peopleirrespective of
their gender. Education too has played itsvita roleto changetraditional role of malesand femalesbringing
both gender groups at the same platform. The mother either inthe house or at job, has become aware about
their own upliftment and that i sthe reason the mothers and fathers do not differ in regard to their attitudes
towardsgirl child.

3. I nter action Effect

Thelast problemsof theresearch pertained to interaction effect of working statusand gender of parents
intheir attitudetowardsgirl child.

Itisclear from Table 3 that the obtained interaction F-ratio (F= 0.25) isnot Significant at any acceptable
level of significance. It can be concluded that, thetwo independent variabl esi.e., working status, and gender
of parentsdo not play any genuinejoint roleonther attitudetowardsgirl child rather they areindependent in
thisregard.
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Conclusion

Working parents, irrespective of gender, show more positive attitudestowardsgirl children. Gender
aonedoesnot sgnificantly influenceattitude. Thereisno combined interaction effect between working status
and gender. Theseresultsunderscore the progressive shift in societal attitudes, particularly among working
families, towardsvauing and supporting thegirl child equaly.
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