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Abstract

ORIGINAL ARTICLE Many evils entered the ancient Indian Vedic
religion from the Rig Vedic period to the
Mahajanapada period, which had a negative
impact on society, politics, religion and especially

the economy. For example: Dueto the increasing
’? ﬁ‘ importance of Yagya in a large scale, economic
pressure had increase on the common man, taxes
and other methods were given religious basis to
extract money from the common man and animal
sacrifice was encouraged, which put a negative
pressure on the agricultural economy. In such a

Author situation, the common people needed a religion

Rakesh Kumar that was simple to follow, easy to follow and
Research Scholar affordable and cheaper than other religions. The
Department of Buddhist Studiies rise of Buddhism provided this option to the
University of Delhi, Delhi, INDIA common people. Buddhism devel oped and spread

throughout the Ganga valley. Its principles, ideas

and religious activities created an economic
environment in the Ganga valley which encouraged economic activities. Such as. - opposition to

animal sacrifice and yajna, lending money on interest and supporting business activities and the
suitability of the urban environment. This article describes the economic impact of Buddhist activities
on the Ganga Valley. Buddhism had a positive impact on the economic policies of kings in different
periods and on the economic environment of the Ganga Valley region such as agriculture, markets,
trade, commerce, crafts and industry.
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The Origin of Lord Buddha

According to Pali canon, the Buddhaisrepresented asaman, but an extraordinary one, whose body
borethe 32 signsof amahapurusha. Heisthe Tathagata, one who hascomethus (tatha) and gone (gata) thus,
and hasliberated himself from the cycleof rebirth. The Buddhawasborn as Siddhartha, son of Suddhodana,
chief of the Sakyaclan, who ruled from K apilavastu. Hismother Mayagavebirthtohiminagroveat Lumbini.
Suddhodanabringing Siddharthaupinahighly artificial atmosphere, surrounded by luxury and pleasant things
because didn’t wanted Siddhartha to turn is back on the world and took great pains. Siddhartha married
young women named Yashodharaand they had ason named Rahul.

When hewasat 29-year-old, Siddhartha saw four thingsthat completely shattered hiscomposure- an
old man, anill man, acorpse, and arenouncing. Siddharthaleft hishomeand family and wandered around for
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Six years, seeking thetruth. He observed that he must nourish hisbody and try to attain peace of mind. A
young woman named sujataoffered him abowl! of milk-rice. Nourished withfood, he once again sat under the
papal treein NiranjanaRiver in Gaya, resolving not to get up before he had realized enlightenment. Herises
to progressively higher and higher statesof knowledge through meditation. Siddharthaultimately attained
enlightenment and famous as new namethe Buddha- the enlightened one.

The Buddhagave hisfirst sermon on ddliverancefrom suffering to hisfive prior associatesin Banaras.
Thisevent famousfor dhammachakka parivattana. Hisfive disciples soon themsel vesrealized thetruth and
became arhats. The Buddhawandered about teaching hisdoctrinefor over four decades. He established an
order of monksand nunsknown asthe sangha. Hedied at the age of 80 at kusinagar.

The Buddha’s Teachings

The coreof histeachingisexpressin The Four NobleTruths: Thereissuffering (dukkha), it hasa
cause (samudaya), it can beremoved (nirodha), and theway to achievethisisfollowing the Eight-fold path.
Thispath cong stsof number of interconnected activitiesrd ated to knowl edge, conduct and meditative practices.
It congstsof right view, intention, speech, action, livelihood, effort, mindfulness, and concentration. Meditation
isvery important in Buddhism and isthe key to achieving mental calm and insight. The path taught by the
Buddhawas known asthe middle path - one between extreme indul gence and extreme asceticism. The
Buddhataught that everything issuffering. Thereason for sufferingincludeshuman propensitiessuch asdesire,
attachment, greed, pride, aversion, and ignorance. Desireis centrd to the causeand removd of suffering. All
this connected with another aspect of existence emphasized in the Buddha’s teaching- impermanence (anichcha).
Impermanency hasmany phases. asregardsapersond and socid life, thereisnether living or non-living being
nor authority and power inthe universethat can avert becameold, ill and desth.

Another important aspect of the Buddha’s teaching was patichcha-samuppada- the law of dependent
origination. This was both an explanation of al phenomenaaswell as an explanation of dukkha. The
fundamental s of thislaw were represented asawhedl be composed of 12 nidanas, each of thesefollowsto
previousand leading to the next: ignorance (avijja), formations (sankhara), consciousness (vinnana), mind and
body (nama-rupa), the six senses (salayatana), sense contact (phassa), feeling (vedana), craving (tanha),
attachment (upadana), becoming (bhava), birth (jati), and old age and degth (jara-marana). The ultimate goa
of the Buddha’s teaching was the attainment of nibbana. The Buddha’s teaching accepts the idea of
transmigration (samsara) but reject theideaof atman. The connection between different livesisestablished by
karma. TheBuddhist priority on non-violence concerned acriticism of Brahmanica animd sacrifices. Monks
and nunswerenot tokill animals.

Buddhism and Contemporary Economy

Buddhismrelated to theimmediate economy in various ways, such as maritimetrade was considered
condemnableinVedicreligioustexts, while Buddhist literature showsafavourabl e attitude towards maritime
trade. The non-violence principle of Buddhism advocated the end of war. Thisbrought great benefitsto the
tradersand the security of their property. Many instructionswere given to the traders regarding the price of
goods and the efficiency of buying and selling, which proved hel pful in their prosperity. In Buddhism, food
ethicsand attitudestowards courtesanswere compatible with the activitiesof civiclife, whichhelpedinthe
process of urbanization. Buddhism propounded theideal of the Chakravarty DhammakKing who expanded
theempire, whichled to progressin trade. Buddhism providedideol ogical and religioussupport tothe society
developing on new production technigques. Dueto the non-violent and peaceful policy of Buddhism, the
busi nessclassadopted thisreligion and patronizedit. The principlesof Buddhism were compatiblewith the
new economic system and urban life devel oping on the surplus of produce. Dueto the new agricultura
system, circulation of coinsand progressin trade, both the rulers and the business classes were becoming
richer.

December 2024 to February 2025 www.amoghvarta.com mpact Factor 36
A Double-blind, Peer-reviewed & Referred, Quarterly, Multidiciplinary and SJIF (2024): 6.879

Bilingual Research Journal




Rakesh Kumar

ISSN : 2583-3189 (E), 2583-0775 (P) AMOGHVARTA Page No. 85 - 89

Year-04, Volume-04, |ssue-03

Mahajanpad Period

Dueto the development of Buddhism, anew agricultural economy developed inthe Gangavalley
region. The use of oxen was necessary in an agricultural economy based on theiron plow, so Buddhism
played arolein stopping anima daughter to run the new economy. Dueto this, agricultural economy devel oped
in the Ganga Ghat region during the M ahajanapada period. Lord Buddha preached non-violence which
ended thewar between M ahgangpada chieftains and kingsin the Gangavalley region and asaresult trade
and commercedevel oped. IntheBrahminreligion, doing businessby taking money oninterest wasconsdered
condemnable, but in Buddhismit wasdlowed. Thisencouraged exchange of money, resultinginincreased
commerceinthe Gangavalley region. MahatmaBuddharoamed around and gave his sermonsin different
gaesof Mahganapada Duetothis, mutua contact between Mahg anapadasincreased and hel pedinintegration
of theeconomy.

Mauryan Period

During therise of Magadhaand the early Mauryaperiod, warsand foreign invasionshad anegative
impact onthe economy and trade commerce of the Gangavalley region, but therdigiouspolicy implemented
by Ashokaafter the Kalingawar during hisreign established peaceintheentireempire. Asaresult, duetothe
influence of Dhammapolicy, the Gangavaley economy expanded. After the Kaingavictory, thereligious
policy of non-violencewasimplemented in thisregion because Kaingawasanimportant placefor tradewith
South Indiaand sea port. Therefore, dueto theimplementation of Dhammapolicy, thetrade of the Ganga
valley region with South Indiaand South East Asiaincreased. Ashokasent Dhammaofficiasto different
regions of theempireand different countriestoimplement the Dhammapolicy and implemented hisorders
through edicts. Sincethese orderswereissued from the capital Patdiputra, it resulted inremoteareasbeing
connected to the Gangavalley and trade routes had devel oped.

Post Mauryan Period

In the post-Maurya period, close rel ations were established with Western and Central Asiaby the
Indo-Greek, Kushan and Shakaconguerorsof North-Western India. Dueto this, Buddhism became popular
inWest Asiaand South East Asia. Dhamma il grimsfrom different partscameto Indiato study theteachings
of Buddhism and took theinformation about the richness of the Ganga Valey to their region. Asaresult, a
trade routefrom South East Asato West Asiaviathe GangaValley region devel oped, whichwascalled the
Silk Road. It wastherefore said that Buddhism performsasignificant rolein the devel opment of the Silk
Road. Buddhism also received large amounts of support inthe post-Maurya period. Dueto which Buddhist
centres became prosperous. Buddhi sm was supported by various bus ness classes, thus Buddhism provided
religious support to the business class. Created apositive environment rel ated to economy and trade.

Gupta Period

Buddhism did not get much support throughout the Guptaerabut it did not disappear completely inthe
Gangavalley. During thisperiod, Nalanda University was established, which devel oped as an important
educationa ingtitution. Influenced by this, many pilgrimsand traders cameto the Gangavaley region. The
Chinese Buddhist traveller Fa-Hien mentioned merchant activities around the Buddhi st stupa.

Post Gupta Period

In the post-Guptaperiod, Harshvardhan and therulers of Paladynasty supported Buddhism, dueto
which Buddhism and various placesrel ated to it prospered during this period. During thisperiod, various
religious places, monasteries, stupasand universitiesrel ated to Buddhawere established in different areas of
Bengd, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, duetowhichthe Gangavalley areabecamethe centreof education, business
and commercid activities. During thisperiod, maritimetrade contacts of the Gangavalley regionwith South
East Asaincreased. Gangavalley isthe centre of these activities. Chinesetraveller Hien Tsang travelled in
Indiaduring the period of Harshvardhan. Buddhism and its rel ated economic activities have been mentioned.
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Conclusion

In conclusion we can say that variouscontribution of Buddhisminthegangavaley regionsuchas: -in
theeconomy (agricultureandindustry), ininterstateand internationd trade and commerce, in the devel opment
of theSilk Road, in theintegration of the economy of Gangavalley. the principlesof Buddhism impact onthe
economic policiesof different kings. The expansion of the economy of the Gangesvalley wasrelated to
Buddhism. The non-violence policy of Buddhism created asuitable environment for thegrowth of agriculture
and industry. Buddha’s philosophy promoted international trade and commerce in the Ganges valley region.
Theregiona economy of the Gangavalley expanded dueto foreign travelers cameto Buddhism religious
placein Gangavalley for the purpose of religiousjourneysand seeking education related to Buddhism. Many
religious pilgrimsfrom abroad cameto the Gangavall ey region to get informati on about Buddhism, dueto
which thetrade route through the Gangavalley to the remote areas devel oped and the connectivity of the
Gangavalley to theremote areaskept increasing.
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