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Landscape and Postcolonial Ecologies in Amitav Ghosh’s TheHungry Tide

Abstract

Thisarticle brings ecological studiesinto a
dialogue with postcolonial studies. By examining
Amitav Ghosh’s The Hungry Tide and South Asian
literatures, it tries to depict the relationship
between human and nature. Thisarticlealso makes

ORIGINAL ARTICLE

a compelling argument for a more global or

= universal approach to think about our present
5= environmental crisis. Amitav Ghosh is such a
m writer whoisvery much consciousabout ecol ogical
u‘\r ; issues. Theway he depictslandscapesin hisnovels
and relates them to human activities is worthy to

discuss in detail. In the novel, The Hungry Tide
Author Amitav Ghosh has beautifully shown his concern
about landscapes and postcolonial ecologies.

Dr. Kumar Pankaj
A Ghosh tries to discuss the relationship between

Assigtant Professor : ,
Dept. of English peopleand nature, peopleand animalsetc. Climate
MahendraMahilaMahavidydaya change, Gover nment policiesand western outl ook
Gopaganj, Bihar, INDIA towards environmental changes are major

concerns for him. His outlook towards nature is
very positive and heraises many serious concer nsabout upcoming catastrophe because of the unbalance
in ecology. This novel is an intense and memorable novel expected only from a writer of this stature.
This novel is a mystery novel which is very close to the Bengali tradition of the river novel. The
landscapes of the Sundar bans which isa huge group of islands |ocated at the southernmost tip of West
Bengal has picture postcard realism. We find beautiful animals like tigers, crocodiles, dolphins and
many marine mammals. Indigenous people around this ecology are very much attached to all these
things. Thisarticlealso triesto interrelate landscapes and post-colonial ecology to social issues that
the novel raises.
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Amitav Ghoshisaleading postcolonia writer in EnglishwhoisIndian by birth but global inhisvision.
Most of hisworksreflect therelationship of theindividua to cultureand history. Hebelieveshistory dways
provides uspath to constitute our experienceinto idea. Ghosh saysthat history isintensely associated witha
work of fictionand about journey of people. Ghosh isasensitiveand humanistic writer who usesto condemn
imperidismal thetime. Hedwaysraiseshisvoiceagaing violence, sufferingandinjustice. Ghoshisconsdered
asapostcolonia writer because of histendency tofight for deprived and dienated community. Ghosh believes
that art and literature has apower to fight for that deprived people and communities. Ghosh has been an
experienced traveler who crossmany cultural boundariesand meet cultura differencestoform hisideaof art.
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Ingenerd a landscape isthe observabletopographiesof arangeof terrestrid, its landforms, and how
they addwith norma or man-madefestures, often deliberatedinrelaionsof ther pleasinggpped. A landscepe
embraces the corporal essentials of geophysical demarcated landforms such as highlands, hills, water
forms suchas cands, lakes, tarns andthe aguatic, livingrudimentsof landshield includingaborigind foliage,
human foundationscontainingunlikearrangementsof landusage, buildings, and structures, and trangent festures
suchas griking and weather surroundings. Merging boththeir fleshly originsandthe cultural hideof socia
survival, frequently created over periods, landscapesredirect aquick synthesis of peopleand habitation that
isvibrantto confinedand national uniqueness. But when we seetheliterary landscape of Ghosh, heinterprets
the image of Environment as mother. Devoid of Natural resources human being can’t be reared in proper
mode. Hehastotakingsaid of Naturefor relaxed life.

Pogt- colonid ecocriticism givesonearoom to understand anativecultureand their practicesto safeguard
the natural and ancestral heritage. The anal ogy of Globe asamother character isextensively theorizedin
amost every indigenous culture and isavital component of post- colonia ecocritical theory. Oneof thekey
principlesof ecocriticismis theimportance of environmental justice. Ecocriticsareengrossed in sightseeing
the methodsinwhich ecofriendly concernsand distresses strangely affect sidelined communities, and in how
writingscan beused to encourage community and ecological integrity. Ghosh discoversthee aborateexchanges
between individual sand the surroundings, discovering the enormous ecol ogical variations brought on by
imposi ng subjugation viaapostcol onid eco-critica pergpective. Thebas c opinion of postcolonid Eco reproach
isthat social prejudiceisimplantedinthe perception of natureand it graspsfairnessin both by rejecting
Universdist clamsof Eurocentric which perceivesnature and i ndigenous community peopl e as resources.

The Pioneer Writes

“Heisawriter wholooks, listensand tellsthe story. If you want to seethe Sunderbanspaintedin
words, and a bit of its history, myth, and the story of an American Indian in search of the rare river
dolphins, an impromptu translator and a local guide, then grab a copy of The Hungry Tide. Thereare
chances you may catapult into the tidal landscape of the Sunderbans.”

In 2004 Ghosh published his novel, The Hungry Tide which is set in the Sunderbans. It isatide
countryside of southern Bengal and situated in the estuaries of the Gangaand the BrahmaputraRivers. This
nove showstheglaring brawl to surviveontheuniqueidandsintheBay of Bengd. Thisisanareasubject to
furiouscyclonesand theterritory of ferocioustigers, dangerous crocodiles, and venomous snakes. Thisisthe
leading book where Ghosh pens a character, very similar like himself, with both Indian and American
connections: oneof itsmajor central charactersisPiyali Roy. Sheisan American cetologist who belongsto
Bengdi origin and hasvisted the Sunderbansto research on arare and unique speciesof dol phin. Though she
has comeherefor her study but sheisasoin search of her hidden root.

Piydi Roy comesacrossKana Dutt who bel ongsto asophisticated Del hi-based Bengdi businessman
hascometo visit hisaunty Nilima. Nilimaisan esteemed socid worker whoistrying al her possibleattempts
to building aschool for children, ahospital, and other fundamental facilitiesfor the people ontheislands,
Lusibari. Kanal isalso animportant character hascometoidandtoreceiveapacket of documentsleft by his
uncleNirmal. Nirma was committed and idealistic Marxist who met hisdeath under secretive conditions.
Piyali also meetsalocd fisherman, Fokir. Fokir isavery experienced boatman who hasintimate knowledge
of thetidal watersanditsareas. He also knowstheactua areaswheretherare speciesof dolphinsarefound.
Fokir isvery confident to handle any situation created in this parti cul ar areabut he underestimatesthe power
of tideand sea. Fokir isthe opposite of the cultured Piyali and theurbaneKanal. Here Kanai interpretsthe
interaction between al the people who are engaged in search of Dolphins. Thenovel finisheswith death of
Fokir in a ferocious tidal cyclone. As the result Piyali and Kanai return to Lusibari to take part in Nilima’s
welfareworkfor the peopleof Lusibari.
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Inthisnovel Ghosh hasused of aromantictrianglebut itisnot strait love story. Theforceful conflict
between Kanai and Fokir on the voyage of adeserted islandisnot so much over Piyaasitisabout hatreds
driven by variancesin class, culture, civilization and worldview. Thus, on one hand Ghosh showsastory of
self-realization, of provoking one’s inner fears on the part of Fokir which is no less than of Piya and Kanali,
and of Piya’s and Kanai’s acknowledgment that the uneducated subaltern Fokir is very similar to themselves.
The other important story turns around Nirmal’s manuscript which is a justification of his covert connection in
the movement of the peopl e that happened in 1979 on the separated island of Morichjhampi. Kanai notices
when hedrives about hiswork and sets up away to the main action. Kanai knows about of the massacre of
the peopleat Morichjhampi, whichwas carried forcibly by the Marxist Government of West Bengal to evict
thethousands of refugees and other powerless people. After the partition of Indiain 1947 these peoplehad
set up acommunity to live together without any help from the Government. Through Nirmal’s account we
cometo know how Englishmen under theleadership of Sir Daniel Hamiltonwonthetida idand and established
their ruleand set up coloniesnamed Emilybari and Annabari. The pioneering attemptsand spirit of the selected
peopleiscel ebrated as history, but the endeavors and achievementsof the subalterninhabitantsare erased
andnot glorified.

Thetracklesswetlands of the Sunderbansarefull of al natural and ecological signpostsand human
inhabitants are smeared out time and again by natura caamitiesliketidesand storms, isthe opposition of a
constructed civilization withitschronicled stability. The convoy of regular tempeststhat Ghosh presents, with
specific place-namesd ong with dateswhich tallieswith fataitiesand the consi stent reforming of the natural
faceof that land, equal sany description of variationswrought by confrontationsand uprisings. Inhiselicitation
of thetide peopleof that I and whoselives depend forever a themercy of naturd settingsand anima sof that
region, Ghosh here presentsthat peoplehaveenriched their ownrich ora cultureof ritua, song, and folktae. In
thisnovel Ghosh hastried to make people know about one of the least known community of theworld
through hishumanistic approach.

Ghoshin, TheHungry Tide discussesrefugee resettlement and movement intheforestry reservesof
Marichjhapi of Sunderban and he al so presentsthe complex man-animal connectionin the archipelagos
ecosystem. Thisnovel also focuses onthe unending tension between humanity and thetough environment of
the Sunderbanswhichisknown asthetide country of Indiaand Bangladesh.

Amitav Ghosh’s novel TheHungry Tidebrilliantly blendsenvironmenta and posthumousthemes. Ghosh
discoverstheecologicd effectsof colonia mistreatment, the associ ati on between human and nature, and the
joining of recent technology and biol ogy. According to hisnarratives, Ghosh urgesreadersto think again their
rapport with the environment and embrace amore compassionate and i nterconnected worldview, aigning
withthecoreprinciplesof posthumanism.

Inthisnovel, TheHungry Tide, Amitav Ghosh hastried to explorethe extents of posthumanismthrough
thedominant impact of the surroundingson its present inhabitants. The ongoing violence of the Sundarbans
idandsanditscondition encounterstheanthropocentric point view wherenatureisusudly cong dered submissve
and subject to the human control to exploit the region. Ghosh hastried to represent nature with itsown
autonomy and power which challengestraditiona human-centered perceptions. We seeinthe noved, the
idand Sundarbans devel opsasacharacter initsown way, holding areflective agency that impactsthelivesof
the human charactersof thisarea. Thisway of portraya underlinesthe posthumanist concept of natureasa
vibrant and autonomous power, functioning beyond human control or command. Asfor example, weseethe
congtantly shiftingtides, denseforest of mangroveroots, and existence of ferociousanimasall thesethings
contribute to the Sundarbans’ unfathomable power, thought-provoking human concepts of supremacy and
mastery over thisenvironment. Thenove aso enquiresinto theinterconnectedness between human existence
andtheir natura surroundings, distorting thetraditiona natural boundariesbetween the human and non-human
world. All thecharactersin TheHungry Tidearedeeply entangled in theenigmati c ecosystem of the Sundarbans,
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and their ongoing actionsresound throughout thenatural surroundings. Thiskind of association highlightsthe
notion that humen are not isolated from natural thingsbecausethey areaso big part of agreater ecological
system. Asfor instance, the choicespreferred by characterslike Piya, Kanai and Fokir directly impact the
delicate stability of existenceinthe Sundarbans|dand, representing the multifaceted system of connections
between humanity and its natural surroundings. Portrayal on Jane Bennett’s notion of “thing power”, Ghosh
highpointsthe brutdizing trestment of suppressed and marginalized communities by powerful people. The
refugees of Morichjhapi areas are seen asthrowaway thingsby the Government, sparkly abroader arrangement
of objectification and indifferencefor human life. By emphasi zing thewaysin which natural surroundings,
suppressed people and margindized communitiesfight human domination, Ghosh thwartsour understanding
of power gameand leaves usto rai se question thetraditional notionsof authority and power.

After this, Ghosh discoversthe uncertainty of timewithin theimpulsivelandscape of the Sundarbans.
Themangrovesof Sunderbansareasymbolizethe cyclical and uniquenature of lifeand the perseverance of
history despite many attemptsto cover it up by many people. Through referencesto antique structuresand
shipwrecks, Ghosh advocatesthat the past remainstoimpact the present despite of new technologiesemerge.

Conclusion

Thuswe seethat natural landscapewhichisfound everywhereis sympathetic and soothing to man. It
not only providespeaceto man but it also actsastorch bearer, teacher, guide, guardian and safeguard. Inthis
eraof materialismweare destroying our natureday by day. Greenery which standsfor freshnessand humility
isbeing replaced by al other material colours. Only when man livesin the core of nature can hebeatrue
human. Today mankind is losing its true self because of an unbalanced environmental surroundings. Ghosh’s
TheHungry Tide provides multiplefacets on the Sunderbans ecosystem of mangrovesand forested islands
whichisfull of coasta plain, Sgnifying the unceas ng changeswhich undergoes. Theinhabitantsof that particular
idand suffer daily tidal flowswith sectionsof idland being temporary submerged with seawater. Ghosh has
created abeautiful auraof Sundarbanswhere he has displayed |andscapeswhich are under threat and onthe
edge of adesert; it istheseimagesthat we summon from hisnovelswhen we are distanced fromthemin
memory. Ghosh hasdisplayed the complete naturd and environmentd tacticto hisvisonclear inhisnove. His
exertions have been madeto provethat thefiction of Amitav Ghosh isanaysed onthebasisof postcolonia
ecologiesand would sure give anew scenario and aunique path of readingto thelover of literatureinthe
milieu of ecological perspectivesand approach.
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