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Abstract

This paper examines the role of Akbar
ORIGINAL ARTICLE (1542-1605), the third Mughal Emperor, as a
“national monarch” who worked for India’s
various cultural, political, and regional
communities. His policies inherited tolerance,
cultural assimilation, and administrative
innovations that contributed to political stability
and social cohesion. By looking into Akbar’s
religiousand administrativepalicies, hisbeneficial
governance approach, and his intension for a
unified empire, we explore how Akbar laid the
foundation for a centralized state that is identical

Dr. Ab'r?;:i:;?,rb\sgraw al with a m,(?dern concept of “Akbar as a national
Assigtant Professor monarch”.
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KdingaUniversty

Kotni, NayaRaipur, Chhattisgarh, INDIA The Mughal Emperor Abu’l - Fath Jalal - ud -

din MuhammadAkbar also known asAkbar thegreat
is regarded as one of India’s greatest rulers, known
for hisstatesmanship, religioustol erance, administration reforms, and cultural achievements. Hesucceeded to
the empirethat was fragmented, marked by diverse ethnic, religious, and cultural groups. Despitethese
challenges, Akbar’s reign represented a golden era in Indian history, where the Mughal Empire flourished
culturally, economically, and politically. In spiteof hispolicesand reforms, Akbar promoted peace and unity,
and thus termed as the “national monarch.”

This paper exploresthe concept of Akbar asanational monarch, inspecting hisreligious policies,
administrative achievements, and the hyperphysical ways of combining different communitiesand religions
together withinhisempire.

History

The great ruler and administrator “Akbar” was born in 1542 in Umerkot district (now in Pakistan).At
avery young age of about 13 yearsAkbar resided to thethrone. It had achallenging circumstancesashis
father, Humayun, lost the Mughal Empirebriefly to theAfghan leader Sher Shah Suri, athough hisfather
Humayun regained thethrone from Sher Shah Suruin 1555 but died soon after leaving Akbar to become
emperor. SinceAkbar was so young, herelied on hisguardian and trusted generd, Bairam Khan, who helped
himin early battlesand managed the empireon hisbehalf.
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Akbar’s Vision of a Unified Empire
Religious Toleranceand Policies

Akbar’s approach to religion was revolutionary for his time. He implemented a policy known as Sulh-
i-Kul, or “universal tolerance,” which emphasized peaceful coexistence among all religions. This principle
promoted harmony and toleranceamong dl religionsin hisempire, regardiess of thebeliefsheld by individuass.
Thispolicy supported al diversereligions, including Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, and Muslims, was essential for
politica stability. Akbar believed that religioustolerancewoul d bringloyaty and cohesion acrosshisempire,
aninsght that placed him far ahead of many other rulersof histime.

In 1562, Akbar abolished thejizya (atax imposed on non-Muslims), signaling hiscommitment and
toleranceto dl therdigionwhich resulted ininclusive administration. He encouraged open dia ogue between
religiousscholarsof different faithsin hiscourt and held regular discussionswith Hindu, Muslim, Jain, and
Christian scholars. Thispractice not only demonstrated hisrespect for other religionsbut alsofacilitated a
deeper understanding between communities.

I ntegration through Matrimonial Alliances

Akbar also used matrimonial aliancesasapoalitical tool toincrease closenesswith the Hindu Rajput
rulers. He himself got ties with a Hindu princess “Jodha”. By marrying Rajput princesses and allowing them to
retain their religion and customswithin the Mugha court. Thesea lianceswereinstrumental inbuilding an
administration that included leaders from both Muslim and Hindu communities, reflecting Akbar’s vision of a
unifiedandinclusiveempire.

ReligiousDiscussionsand thelbadat Khana

In 1575, Akbar built the Ibadat Khana (House of Worship) in Fatehpur Sikri, where he held regular
discussionswith scholarsand religious|eaders of variousfaiths, inwhichheincluded al thereligious ethics of
Idam, Hinduism, Chrigtianity, and Jainism.

These discussions revealed Akbar’s genuine interest in understanding diverse religious perspectives.
Hehimself believed and encouraged open did ogue, which built an environment of intellectua and religious
plurdism.

Creation of Din-i I1ahi (DivineFaith)

In 1582, Akbar founded the Din-i llahi, or “Divine Faith” a syncretic religious philosophy that was a
mixtureof dementsfrom variousfaths, including Idam, Hinduism, Zoroastrianism, and Chridtianity. Din-i llahi
emphasi zed ethics, tolerance, and loyalty to theemperor rather than strict religious practices. Althoughit did
not gainasignificant following, Din-i llahi represented Akbar’s vision of a unified spiritual path that transcended
Sectarian boundaries.

According to Principal Sri Ram Sharma, “This greatest of monarchs in his time, Akbar is sure of a high
placeamong therulersof mankind for hisbrilliant successinthegreat adventure of governing men. Amongthe
rulersof India, he occupiesavery high placefor- among other things-hishaving attempted to bring Hindus
and Mudimstogether with some success. If he did not succeed in creating anation, it was because he could
not hurry themarch of events. Itisworth remembering that at atimewhen Europewas plunged into astrife of
warring sects, when Roman Catholicswere burning Protestants at the stake, when Protestantswere executing
Roman Catholics, Akbar guaranteed peace not only to warring sects, but to differing religions. Inthemodern
age, hewasthefirst and amost the greatest experimenter in thefield of religioustol eration if the scope of the
toleration, the races to which it was applied, and the contemporary conditions, be taken into account.”

Other Measuresof Religious|nclusivity
Akbar gppointed Hindu ministersto high-ranking positionsand dlowed religious practicesand cusoms
to be openly observed. Hindu festivalslike Diwali and Holi were celebrated at the Mughal court. Akbar
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showed respect for religious traditions by discouraging cow slaughter to honor Hindu sentiments and
implementing lawsthat reflected the beliefsand practices of different religiouscommunities.

Hence, Akbar’s religious policies transformed the Mughal Empire, promoting an unprecedented level
of religious tolerance and inclusivity. His ideas and actions in fostering unity among India’s diverse communities
made hisreign agolden period of cultural synthesisand stability.

Akbar’s administrative Reforms and Political Strategy
Centralized Administration and theM ansabdari System

Akbar created ahighly organized central government with ahierarchy of officialswho reported directly
to theemperor. Thiscentralized control helped maintain order and stability acrossthe empire. To ensure
effective governance and maintain loyaty among thenobility, Akbar introduced the M ansabdari system. This
systemranked officiad sbased on their military and civil responsibilities, creating astructured hierarchy that
rewarded merit and loyalty over any kind of religious or ethnic backgrounds. Each mansabdar (rank-hol der)
was expected to maintain aspecified number of soldiersfor theemperor, aligning personal ambition with
imperid gability.

TheMansabdari system allowed Akbar to decentralize power to trusted officia swhileretaining overal
control in hishands. Hisadministration included both Muslims and Hindus, and mansabdars were chosen
based on merit, competence, and loyalty to the emperor rather than solely onreligious or regiond affiliation.
Thisinclusivenessbrought unity, asit alowed peoplefrom variousbackgroundsto contribute together for the
empire’s growth and stability. This system also helped him build a loyal, well-organized army and administration

Revenue Reforms: The Todar Mal System

Akbar’s land revenue system, which assessed land productivity and taxes fairly, helped increase the
empire’s wealth and stability. This revenue system was managed by Raja Todar Mal, one of his most capable
ministers. Under Akbar’s finance minister, Raja Todar Mal, the Mughal Empire developed an efficient revenue
system. The Dahsal asystem standardized land revenue collection, basing it on thefertility of theland and
averagepricesover tenyears. Thisreform enabled the empireto collect revenue more cons stently and fairly,
benefiting both the state and its subjects. By standardizing taxes, Akbar reduced the burden on peasants,
which hel ped stabilize agriculturd production and securethe economic foundation of hisempire.

Therevenuereformsa so minimized theinfluenceof loca chieftainsand zamindars (landhol ders) who
had previously controlled regional tax collection. Thisdirect connection between the stateand its subjects
strengthened Akbar’s central authority and fostered economic unity across his empire.

Military Conquestsand Expansion

Akbar wasabrilliant military leader and expanded the Mughal Empire across much of the Indian
subcontinent. Hewon major battles, like the Second Battle of Panipat in 1556, where he defeated Hemu
Vikramaditya, an ambitious Hindu leader, securing the empire’s control in northern India. Over time, Akbar’s
army conquered Guijarat, Rgjasthan, Bengal, and parts of the Deccan region (central India), making the
Mugha Empireoneof thelargest empiresin Indian history.

Cultural Assimilation and Patronage of Arts
Patronageof L anguage

Akbar’s reign marked a period of cultural synthesis, where the arts, language, and literature flourished
under hispatronage. He promoted Persian asthe administrative language, which served asaunifying cultural
element across his diverse empire. Akbar’s court attracted scholars, poets, and artists from different
backgrounds, creating acultural hub that cel ebrated Indian, Persian, and Central Asian influences.
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ArtandArchitecture

Fatehpur Sikri: Akbar encouraged thefusion of Persian, Central Asian, and Indian architecturd styles,
whichresulted inthe creation of uniqueMugha buildings. Oneof themost famousexamplesisFatehpur Sikri,
hiscapita city, built with red sandstoneand blending Islamic, Hindu, and Persian architectura features.

Buland Darwaza: Amonumental gateway at Fatehpur Sikri, built to commemorate Akbar’s victory over
Gujarat, isagtriking example of Mugha architecture and grandeur.

Tomb of Akbar: Located in Sikandra, near Agra, Akbar’s tomb was built after his death and is an
excdlent exampleof Mughd architecture, combining Idamic, Persian, Hindu, andlocal dements.

Paintingand MiniatureArt

Akbar’s court became a center for the development of Mughal painting. He brought together skilled
artistsfrom Persig, India, and Central Asia, which led to the creation of adistinct Mughd style of miniature
painting. Akbar’s atelier produced many famous works, including illustrations for the Akbarnama (the official
history of Akbar’s reign), commissioned by the emperor himself. The paintings in the Akbarnamaare rich in
color and detail, showing court scenes, battle depictions, and historical events. Artistslike Basawan, Mir
Sayyid Ali, and Kesu Das created masterpieces during Akbar’s reign, combining Persian influences with local
Indianart forms.

Literatureand History

Akbar wasan avid reader and supported the growth of literature, especialy in Persian, which wasthe
language of theMughal court. TheAkbarnama, written by hiscourt historian Abul Fazl, isone of the most
important historical texts of the Mughal era. It chronicles Akbar’s life, reign, and accomplishments. Akbar
also encouraged the trand ation of important worksinto Persian. One notable exampleisthetrand ation of
Hindu scriptures such asthe M ahabharataand the Ramayanainto Persian, making them bletoawider
audience.

Musicand PerformingArts

Akbar wasalover of music and patronized musicians, poets, and dancers. His court washometo
someof thegreatest musi cians of thetime, including Tansen, one of the ninejewels(Navratnas) of hiscourt.
Akbar encouraged the devel opment of Indian classical music and other performing arts, creating arich cultura
amosphereat hiscourt.

Patronage of Scholarsand Historians

Akbar employed scholarsand historianslikeAbul Fazl, Faizi, and Nizamuddin Ahmad to record the
history of hisempireand write about the great deedsof hisreign. Hisencouragement of scholarsto document
history and record events set the stage for the creation of detailed Mughal chronicles, which arevaluable
sourcesof information about the period.

Social and Cultural I ntegration

Akbar’s rule is often credited with fostering cultural integration between Hindus, Muslims, and people
from other backgrounds. Hisinclusve policieshd ped bring together various cultures, leading to the deve opment
of aunified Mughal identity. Through hismilitary conquestsand alianceswith Rgjput rulers, Akbar helped
mergevariousregiona cultures, blendinglocal traditionswith Persian and Central Asianinfluences.

Akbar possessed alarge measure of humanity in hischaracter. He hated pride and arrogance. When he
started the Din-i-llahi, many requested Akbar to guide them, but his reply was : “Why should I claim to guide
men, before I myself am guided.” Akbar was fond of music and no wonder he patronized a large number of
musicians. He possessed a large amount of knowledge of many kinds. According to Dr. V.A. Smith, “Anybody
who heaed him arguing with acuteness and lucidity on his subject of debate would have credited him with
wide literacy.”
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According to Father Monserrat who knew Akbar closely. “He was in face and stature fit for the dignity
of king. So that anybody, even at thefirst glance, could easily recognize him astheking. Hisshoulderswere
broad and hislegsdightly bandy and adapted to riding. Hiscomplexionwasfair, but dightly suffused witha
darker tint. He carried hishead slightly inclined to one side, towardsthe right shoul der, hisbrow was broad
and open and his eye sparkled as does the seawhen lighted by the sun. Hiseye-lidswere heavy asthose of
Sarmatians, the Chinese, the Niphonians, and nearly all Asiaticsof themore Northern regions.

Hewas sympathetic towardsthe peopl e and was alwaysready to do dl that he could to win over their
affection. “He always found time gladly to hear their cases and to respond graciously to their requests. Their
little offerings, too, he used to accept with such apleased |0ok, handling them and putting them on hisbosom,
ashedid not do with themost lavish giftsof the nobbles, which with discrete pretence, he often seemed not
evento glance at.” (Du Jarric). He was a deeply religious man. He was always ready to learn the good points
of all religions. It iswrong to say that he gave up Islam towardsthe end of hislife. We have testimony of
Jahangir that his father was a Muslim up to his death. He often used to say that ‘there is no need to discuss the
point that avacuum in nature isimpossible. God is omnipresent.” Again, “Each mean according to his condition
gives the Supreme Being a name, but in reality to name the unknowable is vain.” “There exists a bond between
the creator and the creature which is not expressible in language.”

Hewasaman of deep affections. Hewasadutiful son of hisparents. Hewaskingtowardshisbrother,
Hakim, although thelatter gave him alot of trouble. Heloved his son, Salim, very much and in spite of his
rebellions, forgave him towardstheend.

Akbar’s Legacy as a National Monarch

Akbar was born soldier and great conqueror like hisgrandfather Babar. Imperialist by instincts, he
transformed asmall and shaky Mughal kingdom into amighty empire. Herecognized the Mughal army by
introducing themansabdari system and increased itsfighting skill and efficiency by making use of thelatest
techniques of warfare then known to the Asians. Akbar imparted apolitical philosophy to hisaggressive
warfareand theterritorial conquests, it wasthe political unification of Indiaand the establishment of andl-
powerful centrd government with auniform system of administration throughout the country athough aforeigner
by blood, and “Akbar was every inch an Indian who, like the ancient imperial rulers of India, had developed
afirmfaithinthe principle of onecountry, one government, and one people. Hegranted compl etereligious
freedomto hissubjectsand threw uponthe gatesof imperid servicesto dl without discrimination. Under him,
theMughd stateretained itstraditional character asthe police state which wasruled predominantly by the
foreign Muslim nobility and the alien bureaucracy, but according to K.T. Shah, Akbar himself was ‘thoroughly
Indianised’ and ‘his genius perceived the possibilities, and his courage undertook the task of welding the two
communities-Hindus and Mudims, into acommon nation by universal bond of common servicesand equa
citizenship of amagnificent empire.’

Akbar wasaninnovator inthefield of administration. Helad thefoundations of animperid structure of
administration under which the country was successfully governed by hisdescendantsfor over acentury after
hisdeath. Hewas agreat patron of art and architecture. Hetook keeninterest in the planning of pal aces,
mosgues, tombs, fortsand even the new townshipsand had own i deas about the construction of buildingsby
the free amalgamation of the Turko-Afghan and indigenous styles. It resulted in the evolution of what was
called theMughd architecturewhich was, infact thenationa Indian architecture of that age. Akbar crested an
el aborate public worksdepartment for undertaking the construction of public buildings, gardens, roads, sarais,
wellsand cands. Hewasagrest lover of finearts, including calligraphy, painting, music, dancingand thelike.
Henationaized dl these artsby extending liberd patronagetothe artistsof all communitiesand races, and by
encouraging themto evolve out new formsby complete synthesis of foreign and indigenoustraits.

Akbar identified himsdf completdy with theland and itspeopleand did hisbest toimpart socio-cultura
unity to the country. Persian as court language was compul sory for recruitment to theimperid civil services,
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but the trand ation department of the Central Government rendered into Persian ancient Indian scriptures,
including the Vedas, Ramayana, M ahabharata, and other Sanskrit literature. Arabic and Turki literaturewas
dsotrandatedinto Persianto makeit availableto the scholarsto al communities. BesdesPersanand Arabic,
Akbar a o patronized Sanskrit, Hindi and regiona languages. Urdu theoffspring of PersanandHindi, received
dueattention from him athough itsusewas confined to the common people during hisdays.

Akbar’s policies and reforms laid the foundation for a strong and unified Mughal Empire, creating a
legacy that subsequent rulerswoul d build upon. His gpproach to governance, grounded intolerance, inclusion,
and administrative efficiency, isamodel of how amonarch can transcend persona and religious biasesto
create acohesive and prosperous state. By integrating different communitiesand fostering asense of shared
identity, Akbar pioneered a form of governance that resonates with the modern concept of a “national
monarch”—a ruler who unifies people across cultural and religious lines to create a stable and prosperous
netion.

The Mughal Emperor Abu’l - Fath Jalal - ud — din Muhammad Akbar also known as Akbar the great
is regarded as one of India’s greatest rulers, known for his statesmanship, religious tolerance, administration
reforms, and cultural achievements. He succeeded to the empirethat wasfragmented, marked by diverse
ethnic, religious, and cultural groups. Despite these challenges, Akbar’s reign represented a golden era in
Indian history, wherethe Mughal Empireflourished culturally, economically, and politically. Inspiteof his
polices and reforms, Akbar promoted peace and unity, and thus termed as the “national monarch.”

This paper exploresthe concept of Akbar asanational monarch, inspecting hisreligious policies,
administrative achievements, and the hyperphysical ways of combining different communitiesand religions
together withinhisempire.

Conclusion

Akbar’s reign marked a transformative period in Indian history. Through his policies of religious tolerance,
adminigrativereforms, and cultura patronage, hefostered unity and stability withinthediverseMughd Empire.
Akbar’s inclusive approach to governance exemplifies the qualities of a national monarch, as he sought to
transcend sectarian divisionsand promote asense of collectiveidentity among his subjects. Hislegacy of
unity, tolerance, and reform has continued to shapethe history of India, and hisreign servesasatestament to
thepower of inclusive governancein building acohesiveand enduring stete.
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