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Abstract

ORIGINAL ARTICLE The purpose of the study was to find out the
effects of caste bel ongingness, locus of control and
feeling of security on academic achievement of
college level girl students. Locus of control scale
constructed and standardized by Pal (1983)* and
Security-Insecurity Inventory constructed and
standardized by Tiwari and Sngh (1975)? were
administered on asample of 100 SC. and 100 non-
SC. girl students studying in T.D.C. Part-11 in
constituent college of Saran district under JP

Author University, Chapra (Bihar). The resultsindicated

Dr. Vivek Kumar that Non-S.C. students are significantly higher
Department of Psychology than S.C. students on academic achievement,
JagdamCollege internal locus of control and feeling of Security
Chapra, Bihar, INDIA Internal locus of control and feeling of security

improve academic achievement of subjects.
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I ntroduction

The schedul ed casteshave been the most di sadvantaged group of the structured Hindu soci ety through
the ages. Sociological and Anthropological studies (Mandelbaum, 1970,® Dubey, 1974)* demonstrate that
there have been wide gapsand varietiesa ong soci o-cultural experience of the scheduled castesand theNon
Scheduled Castes. Prolonged deprivationimpairsintellectua and cognitivefunctioning of anindividua (Mishra
and Tripathi, 1980° and Dasand Singh, 1975).°

Academi c achievement denotes scores or marksobtained by student in their relevant examinations.
Locusof control denotesthe sourceof control of behaviour of anindividud-externa or interna. Somepersons
areinternaly controlled and they believethat theresultsaredueto their efforts. They emphasize self-motivation
and sdlf-control. Onthe other hand externdly controlled individua sbelievethat outcome of event aredueto
luck or environmental factor (Rotter, 1966).” Fedling of security and insecurity are opposite poles of the same
dimension. Secure person manifests social interest which refers cooperativeness, kindness, sympathy and
sociahility. Ontheother hand, feding of insecurity manifestssemotiond ingtability, fedingof rgection, inferiority,
anxiety, isolation, jed ousy, hodtility, irritability, incons stency and tendency to accept theworst generd pessmiam.

Themain objectiveof theinvestigationisto seewhether SC. and non-S.C. girl studentsdiffer or not on
their academic achievement, locusof control and fedling of security. Itisa soto beinvestigated whether locus
of control andfeeling of security bear any relation or not with academic achievement of SCandnonSC. girl
students.
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Inthelight of above objectivesthefollowing hypotheseswereformul ated:
1. Therewill besgnificant difference between S.C. and non- S.C. girl studentson academic achievement.
2. Therewill besignificant difference between S. C. and non- S.C. girl studentsonlocusof control.
3. Therewill besignificant difference between S.C. and non- S.C girl students on feeling of security/

insecurity.
4. Therewill besgnificant difference betweeninternally and externaly controlled subjectson academic
achievement.
5.  Therewill besignificant difference between subjectsfeeling security and insecurity on academic
achievement.
METHOD

Sample Thesampleconsisted of 100 S.C. and 100 non- S.C. girl studentsstudyinginT.D.C. part-II
in constituent collegeof Saran district under J.PUniversity, Chapra The agerange of subjectswas18to 20
years.

Testsused: “Locus of control scales’ constructed and standardized by Pal, Roma (1983) has been
used to measure external/internal locus of control of subjects. ‘Security-Insecurity Inventory’ constructed and
standardized by Tiwari and Singh (1975) has been used to measure security or insecurity feeling of subjects.
Percentage of marksobtained by subjectsintheir T.D.C. Part-1 examination hasbeen treated astheir academic
achievement. On the basis of median point of combined scoresof S.C. and non- S.C. studentson locus of
control scdeand S| inventory subjectshavebeen classified intointernally controlled or externaly controlled
subjectsand security feling or insecurity feeling subjectsrespectively.

The data obtained has been put to suitable statistical analysis. Means, S.Ds and’t’ ratios have been
computed.

Result and Discussion
Table01: Showing Means, S.Ds and ‘t” Ratios of Academic Achievement

Cg:guign N Mean SD. df | 't'ratios Silg_rﬁ\;ielcaorice
Ne T 100| Ba7s| maarooas 198 6084665 01
Sobs | e dasioiss| oorooss| % 42008765 01
NeoEc | 45| cpseests | Basarey| % 2404809 01
Soif 70 aiTidoee oisire] | 20651 01
Neott | a0 498 | Gadrsees| 08 36843 01

(Source: Primary Data)
Table02: Showing Means, S.Ds and “t’ Ratio of Locus of Control Scroes

Group | N | Mean SD. df 't' ratio _Le_vgl of
Significance
Sc 100 | 51.3 7.017834
Nsc | 100 | 46.7 | 7.119515 | 190 | 46014388 01
(Source: Primary Data)
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Table03: Showing Means, S.Ds and ‘t” Ratio of Security — Insecurity Scroes

Group| N |Mean| SD. | df | 'tratio |-
Significance

S 100 | 51.3 | 7.017834

Nsc 100 | 46.7 | 7.119515 198 | 4.6014388 01

(Source: Primary Data)

Theanaysis of academic achievement of Scheduled Caste (SC) and non-Scheduled Caste (NSC)
showsthat thereis significant difference between percentage mean scores of SC and NSC students. The
mean academic achievement score of SC studentsis46.95% whilethat of NSC studentsis54.75% (Table-
1). The difference between the two mean scores is significant because the obtained ‘t’ ratio=6.0845665 is
sgnificant at .01 leve. Our finding related to academic achievement of SC and NSC girl students supportsthe
finding of Ral and Prasad (1990) who reported non- Harijan sudents significantly higher than Harijan students
on academic achievement.

On comparing SC and NSC girl studentson locusof control it has been found that SC girl students
have scored significantly higher than NSC girl students. The mean locusof control score of SC subjectsis
51.3whilethat of NSC subjects46.7. Thedifference between the two mean scoresishighly significant at .01
levels. Higher score denotes higher orientation towardsexterna locusof control whereas|ower score denotes
higher orientation towardsinternal locus of control. Significant difference between the two mean scores
acompanied by significantly lower mean score of NSC girl studentssignifiesthat NSC subjectsare more
internally controlled whereas S.C. subjects are more externally controlled. Johnson and Kilman (1975)°
reported that persons experiencing restrictive parental control, rejection and hostilecriticism are oriented
towards external locus of control whereas persons experiencing protective affectionateand loving parenta
treatment devel op orientation towardsinternal locus of control. It appearsthat NSC girl studentsreceive
adequate parenting in their familieswhich hasresulted in their higher orientation towardsinternal locus of
control. Our result supportsthefinding of Lefcourt (1982)*° who reported that disadvantaged personsdisplay
orientationto externa locusof control.

Conclusion

Faulty parenting on the one hand and socio-cultural disadvantage onthe other hand have contributed to
higher insecurity fegling in SC subjects. Frequent atrocitiesand suppressive activitiesby surrounding elites
might haveincreased insecurity feding in SC girl students. Theanaysisof dataon security insecurity scale
provesthisfact because significantly higher mean score=77.2 (Table-3) has been obtained by SC students.
The obtained ‘t’ ratio=8.5955457 is significant at .01 level which proves that SC girl students feel more
insecurewhereasNSC girl studentsfeel more secure.

Other comparisons on academi c achievement of subjectsrelated to the effects of security/insecurity
feeling and locusof control meanifest that internal locus of control improves academic achievement and
externa locusof control imapirs academic achievement. Security feeling improves academic achievement
whereasinsecurity fedingimpairsacademic achievement (Table-1). It isevidenced by theanalysis of results
that disadvantage bringsinsecurity feeling and orientsoneto external locusof control which cast damaging
effect on academic achievement of students. Thestudy hasfinadly led to thefollowing conclusions:

1. Non-Scheduled castegirl sudentsare significantly higher than scheduled caste girl studentson academic
achievement.

2.  NSCgirl sudentsaresignificantly moreinterndly controlled and fed more security than SC girl students.

Security fedingimprovesacademic achievement whereasinsecurity fedingimparsacademicachievement.

4. Internd locusof control improves academic achievement whereas externa locusof control impairs
academicachievemen.

w
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