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The Chemistry and Biological Impact of Neem (Azadirachta indica) on
the Human Body

Abstract
Neem (Azadirachta indica), often referred to

as the “miracle tree,” is renowned for its wide
array of medicinal properties. This paper provides
a comprehensive review of the chemical
constituents of neem and their effects on the
human body. Key compounds such as azadirachtin,
nimbin, and quercetin are examined for their
antimicrobial, anti-inflammatory, and anticancer
activities. The review highlights the potential of
neem-derived substances in therapeutic
applications and discusses the need for further
research to understand their mechanisms of action
and long-term effects fully.
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Introduction
Neem (Azadirachta indica) is a tree native to the Indian subcontinent, widely recognized for its extensive

use in traditional medicine. The various parts of the neem tree  leaves, bark, seeds, and oil are utilized for their
medicinal properties. This paper explores the chemical compounds found in neem and their effects on the
human body, focusing on antimicrobial, anti-inflammatory, and anticancer activities.

Chemical Constituents of Neem
Neem contains a plethora of bioactive compounds, the most significant of which include:

 Azadirachtin: A triterpenoid known for its insecticidal and antimalarial properties.
 Nimbin: A terpenoid lactone with potential anti-inflammatory and antimicrobial effects.
 Quercetin: A flavonoid with antioxidant and anti-inflammatory properties.

Other notable compounds include nimbolide, nimbidin, and salannin. These constituents contribute to
neem’s wide-ranging biological activities.

Azadirachtin is the most studied compound in neem. It is a complex tetranortriterpenoid that has shown
significant insecticidal properties, making it a primary ingredient in many natural pesticides. Its potential
antimalarial effects are also noteworthy.

Antimicrobial Properties
Neem exhibits significant antimicrobial activity against a variety of pathogens, including bacteria, viruses,

and fungi.
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Antibacterial Activity
Neem extracts have shown effectiveness against gram-positive and gram-negative bacteria. Studies

indicate that neem leaf and bark extracts can inhibit the growth of pathogens such as Staphylococcus aureus,
Escherichia coli, and Pseudomonas aeruginosa. The mechanisms include disruption of bacterial cell walls
and inhibition of protein synthesis.

Therapeutic Applications and Future Research
The diverse biological activities of neem highlight its potential for therapeutic applications. However,

challenges and limitations include the need for standardized extracts, understanding long-term effects, and
potential toxicity at high doses. Future research should focus on clinical trials to establish safety and efficacy,
the development of novel drug formulations, and the exploration of synergistic effects with other therapeutic
agents.

Challenges and Limitations
One of the major challenges in the therapeutic application of neem is the variability in the composition of

neem extracts, which can affect their efficacy and safety. Standardization of neem extracts is essential to
ensure consistent therapeutic outcomes.

Conclusion
Neem (Azadirachta indica) is a versatile tree with a rich history of medicinal use. Its chemical constituents

exhibit significant antimicrobial, anti-inflammatory, and anticancer activities. While neem holds great promise
for therapeutic applications, further research is essential to fully understand its mechanisms of action and to
develop safe and effective treatments. The potential of neem in modern medicine is vast, offering new avenues
for the treatment of various diseases.

References

1. Biswas, K.; Chattopadhyay, I.; Banerjee, R. K. & Bandyopadhyay, U. (2002). Biological activities
and medicinal properties of neem (Azadirachta indica). Current Science, 82(11), 1336-1345.

2. Govindachari, T. R.; Sandhya, G. & Ganesh, R. (1998). Chemical examination of certain insecticidal
isolates of neem. Journal of Natural Products, 61(6), 649-652.

3. Jagetia, G. C. & Rajanikant, G. K. (2004). Role of curcumin, a naturally occurring phenolic compound
of turmeric, in accelerating the repair of excision wound in mice whole-body exposed to various doses
of gamma-radiation. Journal of Surgical Research, 120(1), 127-138.

4. Koul, O.; Shankar, J. S. & Tandon, S. (1990). Antifeedant and growth inhibitory effects of neem
extracts on Spodoptera litura and Achaea janata larvae. Journal of Biosciences, 15(4), 319-331.

5. Subapriya, R. & Nagini, S. (2005). Medicinal properties of neem leaves: A review. Current Medicinal
Chemistry - Anti-Cancer Agents, 5(2), 149-156.

6. Talwar, G. P.; Raghuvanshi, P.; Misra, R.; Mukherjee, S.; Shah, S. & Chabra, R. (1997). Plant
immunomodulators for termination of unwanted pregnancy and for contraception and reproductive
health. Immunology and Cell Biology, 75(2), 190-192.

7. Van der Nat, J. M.; Van der Sluis; W. G., De Silva, K. T. D.;; Labadie, R. P. (1987).
Ethnopharmacognostical survey of Azadirachta indica A. Juss. (Meliaceae). Journal of
Ethnopharmacology, 19(2), 125-131.

&&¾¾00¾¾&&

 Akhilesh Chandra Verma
Page No. 32 - 33


