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An Impact of Poverty in Chhattisgarh State
Abstract
This paper examines the impact of poverty
ORIGINAL ARTICLE in Chhattisgarh, analysing its effects on education,

health, employment, and social stability. Utilizing
Gover nment-published data, the study highlights
the current state of poverty, evaluates the
effectiveness of interventions, and provides
recommendations for improving poverty
alleviation efforts.
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Author I ntroduction

[_)r. Firg) Kumar Sonwanl . Poverty remainsasgnificant chalengeinindia,
Assistant Profr of Economics with regional variations affecting its severity and
E?J?Lgu[r)%jgf;id?higt\iitsgpi CI:E: :36'9: impacts. Chhattisgarh, formed in 2000, is one of India’s
' ’ ' poorest states, facing unigue obstacles in poverty
alleviation. Thisstudy amsto explorehow poverty
impactsvarious aspectsof lifein Chhatti sgarh and assessthe effectiveness of Government policiesdesigned
tomitigatethese effects.

Overview of Chhattisgarh

Chhattisgarhislocated in central Indiaand hasapopulation of approximately 31.3 million as per the
2021 Census. The state’s economy is primarily based on agriculture, mining, and manufacturing. Despite its
natural resources, the state struggleswith high poverty rates and 9 ow economic devel opment compared to
thenationa average.

Poverty in Chhattisgarh

1. Current Poverty Satistics: Poverty ratesin Chhattisgarh remain high. According to datafrom the
Ministry of Statisticsand Programme I mplementation (MOSPI):

Table1: Poverty Ratein Chhattisgarh (Percentage of Population Below Poverty Line)

Year Rural Poverty | Urban Poverty | Overall Poverty
Rate (%) Rate (%) Rate (%)
2004-05 42.02 20.14 37.16
2009-10 39.93 18.76 34.33
2011-12 39.36 17.66 32.50
2017-18 38.10 16.30 31.90

[Source: Ministry of Satistics and Programme Implementation (MOSPI), Poverty Estimates)
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2. Higtorical Trends: The poverty ratein Chhattisgarh has seen somefluctuations. Although there has
been agenera decline, poverty remainssignificantly higher compared to the national average. This
persistent issue can be attributed to slow economic growth, inadequate infrastructure, and socia
chdlenges.

I mpact of Poverty

1. Education: Poverty hasaprofound effect on education in Chhattisgarh. Theliteracy rate, although
improving, still lagsbehind thenational average.
Table2: Literacy Ratesin Chhattisgarh by Year

Year MalelLiteracy | FemaleLiteracy | Overall Literacy
Rate (%) Rate (%) Rate (%)

2001 84.50 60.59 73.83

2011 88.87 64.53 77.10

(Source: Census of India 2001 & 2011)
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High dropout ratesand low enrolment in rura areas hinder educational attainment. Thelack of access
to quality education contributesto the perpetuation of poverty, aseducationa attainment isclosely linked to
better economic opportunities.

2. Health: Poverty significantly impacts hedl th outcomesin Chhattisgarh. High rates of malnutrition and
poor healthindicatorsare evident.
Table3: Hedth Indicatorsin Chhattisgarh

I ndicator Value | Year
Infant Mortality Rate (per 1,000 live births) 54 2022
Percentage of Children Under 5 with Stunted Growth | 37.4% | 2021
Percentage of Children Under 5 with Wasted Growth | 21.1% | 2021

[Source: National Family Health Survey (NFHS'5, 2021)]

Highinfant mortality ratesand high levelsof stunting and wasting among children reflect inadequate
nutrition and healthcare access. These health challenges are exacerbated by poverty and limit the overall
qudity of life.

3. Employment: Employment patternsin Chhattisgarh reflect ahigh dependenceon agricultureandinformal

sector jobs.
Table4: Employment Statisticsin Chhattisgarh
Year W(;I;Oktf?)lrce Unemplo%/ment Employmentoin Employmeflt in _ Emplqymer;t
(Million) Rate (%) Agriculture (%) Industry (%) in Services (%)
2011-12 11.2 51 72.4 11.2 16.4
2017-18 125 6.2 69.7 12.5 17.8

[Source: National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) Employment-Unemployment Surveys)

BO
72.4 §9.7
70
60
50

a0

30

- "
o o

164 _LLE
-‘LL2 ] -

Employmentin  Employmentin  Employment In
Agriculture [%] Industry (%) services (%)

1z 1o

Total Workforce  Unemployment
[Million] Rate (%)

m2011-12 wm2017-1B

JunetoAugust 2024 www.amoghvarta.com
A Double-blind, Peer-reviewed & Referred, Quarterly, Multidiciplinary and
Bilingual Research Journal

Impact Factor
SJIF (2023): 5.062

236




: Dr. Firoj Kumar Sonwani
ISSN : 2583-3189 (E), 2583-0775 (P)
Year-04, Volume 04, Issue-01 AMOGHVARTA Page No. 234 - 238

The state experienceshigh unemployment rates, particularly inrural areas. A large proportion of the
workforceisengaged in agriculture, which isoften characterized by low productivity and incomeinstability.

4. Social Sability: Poverty contributesto socia instability in Chhattisgarh. Higher crimeratesand socid
unrest arelinked to economic deprivation. Poverty can lead to increased socid tensionsand reduced
community cohesion.

Government Policies and I nterventions
Severd Government programsaim to address poverty in Chhattisgarh:
Table5: Government Poverty Alleviation Program Coverage

Program Target Beneficiaries | Coverage
(Million) (%)
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 42 95%
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) )
Pradhan Mantri Awas Y ojana (PMAY) 11 80%
National Health Mission 35 70%

(Source: Government of India Reports on Schemes and Program)
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» MGNREGA: Providesguaranteed employment inrura areas, improvingincomeand infrastructure.
» PMAY: Focuseson providing affordable housing to low-incomefamilies.
» National Health Mission: Aimsto enhance healthcare accessand quality.

Whilethese programs have had notabl e successes, challengesinimplementation and coverage persist.
Issues such asbureaucraticinefficienciesand corruption hinder thefull potentia of theseinterventions.
Challenges and Gaps

> Implementation I ssues. Program executionisoften marred by inefficienciesand corruption, which
affect thequality and reach of poverty dleviation efforts.
» DataLimitations: Incomplete datafrom remote areas complicates accurate assessment and policy
formulation.
» Poalicy Gaps. Existing policiesneed better targeting and integration to address the needs of the most
vulnerablepopulationseffectively.
Recommendations

»  Enhanced Tar geting: Improve mechanismsfor identifying and assi sting the poorest householdsto
ensurethat aid reachesthose most in need.
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»  Program Integration: Coordinatedifferent wefare programsto providemore comprehens ve support
and avoid duplication of efforts.
»  Srengthen Data Callection: Invest in better datacollection and monitoring systemstoinform policy
decisonsmoreeffectively.
Conclusion

Poverty in Chhattisgarh has significant impactson education, health, employment, and socia stability.

Although Government interventions have made progress, further improvements are necessary to effectively
addresstheroot causes of poverty. Enhanced targeting of policies, better coordination of programs, and
improved datacollection arecrucia for better outcomes.
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