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Abstract
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I ntroduction

Aninspiration from the Bhagavad Gita, reflecting on thetimel ess principlesof |eadership, righteousness,
andtheeterna strugglefor justicein the context of futuremilitary leadership in multi-domain warfarementions,
“whenever there is a decline in righteousness and an increase in unrighteousness, O Bharata, then I manifest
Mysdlf. For the protection of thegood, for thedestruction of theevil, and for theestablishment of righteousness,
lamborn inevery age”.

Inthe present era, referred to as “Kali Yuga”, characterized by a decline in righteousness, moral decay,
and thepredominanceof strifeand discord, themilitary leadersface, complexitiesof conflictsand aformidable
challenge of coordinating effortsnot only acrossland, seg, air, space, and cyber domainsbut asoinrealmsof
politics, society, and economic affairs, to effectively execute missionsand achieve strategic objectives. Thus,
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thefuture of warfare places aunique demand on |eadership across multi-domai n operationa scenariosand
themilitary strategies essentia to navigateand i ntegrate operations acrossthesewide-ranging domains.

Evolution of Warfare

Theongoing conflictsacrosstheworld, smilar to Russo-Ukraine, Armenia-Azerbaijan or Isragl-Hamas
wars, exemplify thefuture of warfare, highlighting evolving geopolitical dynamics, and changing conflict
landscapes. It servesasan indication of future warfare trends characterized by hybrid tactics, information
warfare, cyber operations, technol ogical advancements, fighting asanation and not only as military power,
international collaborationsand geopolitical complexities. Asconflictsevolve, understanding and addressing
these dynamicsby themilitary leaders, will becrucia for shaping effective strategi es, promoting stability, and
mitigating thehumanitarianimpact of multifaceted, complex, multi-dimensiond conflicts, whereintegration of
technol ogical advancements, perception management and ethical considerationsplaysdecisiveroles. This
complex warfare framework challengesthe new |eadership paradigm and callsfor amore coherent and
effectiveleadershiptraits.

Thus, thecgpabilitiesand competenciesof military leaderswho areat theforefront of shapingthefuture
of warfareneedsan evol ution. It requiresacomprehens ve understanding of each operational domainand the
ability toorchestratetheir integration effectively. The Leadersmust devel op aclear strategic visonthat aigns
with state objectivesand integrates proficienciesfrom different domainsto achieve anticipated results. They
serveasthe orchestrators of multifaceted operations, ensuring harmonization and lucidity acrossdomains.
Mastery of the unique characteristics, advantages, and limitations of each of thesedomainsisasovital. The
futuremilitary Leadersmust understand how capabilitiesin onered m can complement or augment operations
inothers, fostering integration, collaboration and exploiting operationd effectiveness.

L eader ship Framework for Future Warfare

Future of an effectivemilitary leader, emphasizesonflexibility, adaptability, and decentralized execution,
enabling rapid responseto dynamic threats. Aswarfareevol ves, | eedership stylesneed amodified and evolved
framework to maintain military superiority, protect nationa interests, and effectively navigate the complexities
of globa security challenges. It requires|eaderswho can navigate compl exity, integrate technol ogies, build
cohesiveteams, and uphold ethical standardswhileachieving strategic objectives.

Thesemilitary leaders must possessablend of strategic foresight, technical proficiency, collaborative
skills, and ethica judgment to navigatethe chalenges posed by ever evolvingwarfare. Growing technologica
advancementsin areas such asAl, Robotics, EW - Cyber warfare, and space-based capabilities present
both opportunitiesand cha lenges. Effectivel eadersneed to undertake thesetechnologiesin their foldstogain
and maintai n superiority acrossdomainswhilemitigating vul nerabilitiesand perilsand exhibiting adaptability
and agility inmaking timely adjustmentsto plansand tacticsin responseto changing circumstancesand emerging
threats.

» AnEssential for Futuremilitary: Leadersisalsoto facilitate cooperation and information sharing,
leveraging collective expertise and resourcesto achieve common obj ectiveswhil e collaborating across
defense services, government agencies, and transnationa partners.

Togananedgeover adversary, themilitary leadership needs expert training, technica knowledge, and
s mulated multi-domain scenariosto devel op capability of executing and winning futurewars. Leaders
must command with aclear strategic vision that aligns defense maneuvers with broader political
objectives. Intheongoing Russo-Ukrainewar, Ukrainian|eadership have shown aresolvefor defending
nationa sovereignty whilechoosingintegration with Western organizationslike NATO and formulating
their military strategiesaccordingly. Such prolonged conflict demandsmilitary leadersto maintain high
moraeand resiliencefor thelong duration.
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Thefuturemilitary leedershipwill not only beshaped by the convergence of modern technol ogy, complex
geopolitical challenges, and evolving globa dynamics but by adapting to changing world order and
effect of evolving technology inmilitary domain will bekey, asleadersmust anticipate and respond to
emerging unconventional threats. Collaboration between nationswill a so dependson future military
leaders upholding ethical standardswhile prioritizing the protection of civilian populations, and
acknowledging accountability intheir decis on-making. With reslience, mentd agility, and acommitment
to continuouslearning, theseleaderswill guidetheir forcesin safeguarding nationd interestsand promoting
globd stability inthe 21t century.

> Benefitsof SrategicApproachtoTrain FuturelL eaders: Leadership contoursthat emphasize
adgptability, strategicvison, multidimensond coordinetion, and ethicd guidancearecrucia for navigating
thecomplexitiesof futurewarfarein amultifaceted world order. Thisleadership can respond swiftly to
unforeseen challenges, ensuring their forcesremain agile and effective whileanticipating upcoming
threats and opportunities and guiding their organizationsthrough uncertainty. Theseleaderscanwill
ensure successful Inter-agency coordination leading to aunified approach to complex problems, both
domesticdly and internationally. Thesefutureleadersa so set theethical tone, crucia inmaintaining the
mora high ground and adhering to internationa lawsand norms. Forward-thinking leadersa sofocus
onleveraging new technologies& sustainable practices, which arevita for long-term operations.

»  Challengesin L eader ship Contourslin FutureWarfare: Ashighlighted earlier, futureleadership
will requireavery different and holistic approach that incorporatesmultidimensiona and versatile
attributeswithinnovative thinking to apply themsel ves. However, the samehaveinherent challenges.
Mitigatingthesamewill beessentid for maintaining military effectivenessand achieving strategic objectives
inamultifaceted and evolving globa order. Technologica advancementsto includeAl and autonomous
Systems, cyber warfare & Information Warfare are the foundation of decision makingin futurewars.
Leaders have to adapt to the same and be decisive in their application. Additionally, the present
geopoalitica shiftsand futuremultipolar world order, with influence of non-gateactors& Hybrid Warfare,
leaders must devel op strategiesthat combine conventional and unconventional tacticsacrossvarious
domains. Strategic adaptability with agility in decision-making, cross-domain expertise & interagency
collaborationisyet another challengefor future military leeders.

Conclusion

The contours of future military leadership in Kali-Yugawill be shaped by the need to navigate a
multifaceted, complex and dynamicworld order. Uniqueness of effectiveleadership will involveembracing
technol ogical advancements, geopolitica swingsandinfluenceof non-state actors. Inthisevolving conflict
landscape, the ability to adapt, collaborate, innovate, and leading with foresight, will define the successful
endeavoursof futuremilitary leaders.

Asweenvisonthefutureof military leadershipin multi-domain warfare, onethingremainsclear; itisnot
just about strategies and technol ogies, but about the livesimpacted and the values upheld. Theleaders of
tomorrow must al so embody compassion amidst conflict, couragein theface of adversity, and a steadfast
commitment to protecting theinnocent. They will navigate uncharted territories, forging bondsof trust across
domainsand borders. L et usremember that behind every decision, every command, therearelivesat stake
and futures shaped. May future military |leaders|ead with empathy, honour, and aprofound sense of duty,
ensuring that their legacy isone of peace, justice, and humanity inan ever-evolvingworld.

To conclude, the mythological teachings of Mahabharata with an excerpt from the “Santi Parva”, voices
thewisdom imparted by Bhishmato Yudhishthiraon crucid aspectsof leadership, duty, and governance. The
teachingsfocuses on thequditiesand principles, essentia for effectiveleadership, including dnarma (duty/
ethics), trust, knowledge, discernment, courage, organization, and the use of science and technol ogy for
effectiveleadershipinfuturewars.
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L et therebevictory infutureof military leadership. In the upcoming age of warfare, righteousness, trugt,

knowledge, wisdom, val or, organi sation and technol ogy will beindispensable. Supporting the capabilities of
all, let one establish famethrough such kindsof military leadership.
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