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Abstract

ORIGINAL ARTICLE The present study was conducted on an
incidental-cum-purposive sample of 200
intermediate level girl students studying in
constituent colleges of Swan district under J.P.
University, Chapra. The sample comprised of 100
Muslimand 100 Hindu girl students selected from
both rural and urban areas. “Attitude Scale’ by

~ Chauhan et al and ‘Family Planning Attitude

Inventory’ developed by Paliwal along with PDS

L administered to assess the effect of community

Author affiliation and inhabitation on attitude towards

Dr. Vivek Kumar 'sogilal chgngﬁ and family plannifr;gl.'The rewltds
indicated that community affiliation an

Depa\;tg;?;;og:ﬁ/e(;heology inhabitation have significant effect on attitude

Chapra, Bihar, INDIA towards social change and family planning. Hindu

girl students hold significantly more favourable
attitudetowards social changeand family planning
than Muslim girl students. Urban girl students
from both communities hold significantly more favourable attitude towards social change and family
planning than their rural counterparts.
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I ntroduction

Attitudes areenduring mental representationsof variousfeaturesof thesocia or physical world. They
areacquired through experienceand exert adirectiveinfluence on subsequent behaviour (Breckler and Wiggins,
1989)°. It hasbeen confirmed by different studies (Armitageand Conner, 2001;®*Wallaceand others, 2004)%°
that specificrelevant attitudes predict intended and actua behaviour.

AccordingtoAhuja(1999)?, “Social change is a change in established patterns of social relations, or
change in social values, or change in structure, and subsystem operating in society”.

Kuppuswamy (1986)’ definessocial change asthe processinwhich thereisdiscernible significant
dterationinthestructure and functioning of aparticular socid system. Socia changeistaking placein Indiaat
rgpidrate. But al segmentsof the social system arenot changing at the samepace. Socid changeisnot taking
place at the sameratein Hindu and Muslim societies. Muslims and particularly Muslim females are il
adheringto their traditiona and dogmatic attitudes. Traditionalismisbeing reflected in unbaanced population
growth of the Hindus and the M udlims. Popul ation expl os on isposi ng serious problems beforethe country.
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Although some studies have been carried out in the past seeking the rel ation of traditionalism with attitude
towardsdifferent social problem, but no study has been donein the past on Muslim females of thisarea
related to their attitudetowards socia changeand family planning.

Keeping thisinview the main objectivesof thiswork isto seewhether girl studentsfrom Mudimand
Hindu communitiesdiffer or not ontheir attitudestowards socia changeand family planning dueto variation
on community and residentia area. Thestudy intendsto test thefoll owing hypotheses:

H, Therewill besignificant differencebetween Mudimand Hindu girl studentson attitudetowards socia

change.

H, Therewill besignificant difference between Musimand Hindu girl studentson attitudetowardsfamily
planning.

H, Therewill besignificant differencebetween rurd and urban girl studentsontheir attitudetowards socid
change.

H, Therewill besignificant difference between rura and urban girl studentson attitudetowards family
planning.

Method

Sample

The sample consisted of 200 intermediatelevel girl students. Out of this 100 students (50 rural + 50
urban) werefrom Muslim community (M) and remaining100 students (50 rura + 50 urban) werefrom Hindu
community (H). They were selected from +2 high school sof Siwan (Bihar) using incidenta-cum-purposive
sampl etechnique other than the conditions of research. They were matched so far as practicable.

Test Used

1. A PDSwasusedto seek the persona information about the respondents.

2. “Hamarey Dristicona’ (Attitude scale) by Chauhan et. al. (1982)° was used to measure attitude towards
socia change. Thiscongstsof 150 itemsand measures attitudestowards six areas (25 itemsfor every
ared) including attitude towards social change. High score on this scal e signifies more unfavourable
attitudetowardstherespectivedimension.

3. ‘Family planning attitude inventory’ by Paliwal, M.B. (1979)2 has been used to measure attitude of
subjectstowardsfamily planning. Thisisafive point Likert-type scale comprising 25 items. Higher
scoredenotesmorefavourabl e atitude towardsfamily planning.

Results and Discussion
Table1: Showing comparison on attitudetowards socia change scores.

CriterionGroups| N | Mean | SD | df |[t-ratio| Level of Significance
H Students 100 | 57.60 |20.55 198 | 6.89 .01

M Students 100 | 78.00 |20.90

RH Students 050 | 62.10 (1861 98 | 2.14 .05

UH Students 050 | 53.50 (21.47

RM Students 050 | 85.50 |18.03 98 | 3.84 .01

UM Students 050 | 70.50 20.88

(Source: Primary Data)

Theanaysisof attitude scoretowardssocia changeof girl students(Table-1) showsthat Muslim girl
students have scored significantly higher than Hindu girl students; rural Hindu (RH) girl studentshave scored
significantly higher than urban Hindu (UH) girl students, and rural Muslim (RM) girl studentshave scored
significantly higher than urban Muslim (UM) girl students. The obtained ‘t’ ratio for HxM; RHxUH and
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RMxUM comparative groups are 6.89, 2.14 and 3.84 respectively. All the three “t’ ratio are significant at .01
or .05 level. Since all the “t’ ratio are significant, so all compared groups differ significantly on social change
attitude scores. Since higher score denotes|ower and more favourabl e attitude towards socia change, so
Musdlim girlshold significantly lower attitudetowardssocia changethan Hindu girl sudents. In other words,
Hindu girl students hold morefavourabl e attitudetowards socia changethan Muslim girl studentsisalso
evidenced by Table-1 that urban girl studentswhether they stem from the Hindu or the Mudlim community
hold morefavourableattitudetowardssocial changethanthelr rura counterparts. It appearsthat traditiondism
isloosingitsgripinurban areasand asaresult of this; urbanitesare growing more and more change oriented
whether they bel ong to Hindu or Mudlim community. Thisfinding supportsthefinding of Srivastava(1995)°
who reported urban girl sudentsholding morefavourableattitudetowardssocid changethanrura girl students.
Table2: Showing comparison on attitude towardsfamily planning scores.

CriterionGroups N | Mean | SD | df |t-ratio| Level of Significance
H Students 100 | 88.70 |14.16| 198 | 5.54 .01

M Students 100| 77.95 |13.26

RH Students 050 | 82.70 |14.78| 98 @ 4.68 .01

UH Students 050 | 94.70 | 10.52

RM Students 050 | 72.60 1345 98 | 441 .01

UM Students 050 | 83.30 | 10.65

(Source: Primary Data)

Thecomparaiveandyssof atitude scoreonfamily planning (Table-2) of Hinduand Mudim girl sudents
signifiesthat Hindu girl studentshold morefavourabl e attitude towardsfamily planning than Muslim girls
students because the difference between mean AFP scores of H and M girl students is higly significant (‘t’
ratio = 5.54) and higher mean score has been obtained by H girl students.

Conclusion

Urbani sation has been found strengthening favourabl e attitude towards family planning. Urban girl
students have obtai ned significantly higher mean AFP scoresthan their rural counterpartsin both Hindu and
Mudim communitiessignifying significantly morefavourableattitude towardsfamily planning. Thefindings
related to attitude towardsfamily planning of rural and urban girl students supportsthefinding of Accadi
(1969)* and Ba krishnaand Murhty (1968)* who reported that urbani sation and frequency of urban contact
devel opsfavourabl eattitudetowadsfamily planning

Onthebasisof aboveresultsand discussion, thefollowing conclusionscan bedrawn :

1. Community affiliation and inhabitation have signficant effect on attitude towards social change and
family planning.

Hindu girl studentshold morefavourableattitudetowardssocia changethan Mudim girl students.
Hindu girl ssudentshold morefavourabl eattitudetowardsfamily planning than Mudlim girl students
Urban girl studentshold morefavourableattitudetowards socid changethanrurd girl students
Urban girl studentshold morefavourableattitudetowardsfamily planning thanrurd girl students
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