Dr. P S. Lakshmi

ISSN : 2583-3189 (E), 2583-0775 (P) AMOGHVARTA Page No. 32 - 38

Year-04, Volume-04, |ssue-01

AMOGHVARTA

| "4 8 J
ISSN : 2583-3189 e

Economic empower ment of Rural women in India: an Overview

Abstract
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I ntroduction

Thebuilding of araceandits shapewill depend on the role of woman. Woman plays copiousrolesin
afamily andin asociety. Sheisan architect of the society. The ability of awoman isnot asupplementary
sourcetothesociety, it isthemain stream. Women are pivotd to the monetary advancement of nation (Namala
SundhyaRani 2021). Sheisthe centrefor al round devel opment of the society.

Economicempowerment of womenisamultidimens ond multipleand cydicd effectivefactor. Economic
empowerment isthe capacity of women and men to participation, contribute to and benefit from growth
processinwayswhich recognized theval ueof their contribution respect their dignity and makeit possibleto
negotiate fairer distribution of the benefit of growth (Eyben and others, 2008) Women’s economic participation
and empowerment are fundamental to strengthening women’s rights and enabling women to have control over
their livesand exert influencein society (Sweden Ministry) UNO recognized theimportance of theeconomic
empowerment of women asapre-requistefor sustainable devel opment, pro poor growth and the achieverment
of al theMillennium Devel opment Goals(MDGs).

Thoughwomen arepivota for the economic development of the nation, many socio-economic structural
hindrances are preventing their advancement. Despite being their largest share of labour their work isnot
valued by the society and the decisionto control over incomeand final product goesto themen. Not only has
this, womeninrura areaslivingin an oppressive culturethat deniestheir right to participatein decis onmaking
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onfina output. Therefore, the socio-economic deprivation of womenischaracterized by their limited access
to resource, servicesand employment. Asaresult alargenumber of women are economically dependent on
their spouse (MengistiesM ossie, 2013) Women performed 66 per cent of theworld work and 50 per cent of
food, yet earnonly 10 per cent of incomeand one per cent of the property (Bill Clintonformer president of
USA 2009). There has been mountinginterest in empowering women where the working labour force has
been growing inlow incomecountriesbut it isrelatively lower than high income countries. TheWorld Bank
reported that thetotal |abour forceintheworldis3.62 Billionin 2023. Thefema e L abour Force Participation
Rateinlow income countriesdeclinedin 2023 compareto 2016. They accounted for 43.2 and 43.6 respectivey.
The FemaleLabour Force Participation Rate (FLPR) isalso lower inlow income countriesrelaively high
income countries. FLPR in higher income countriesrepresented 44.11n 2016 and 44.9in 2023.

Indian economic esca ationisagro centric. Femaeworkersare predominantly in agriculture. Theannua
Periodica Labour Force Survey (PLFS) Report 2023 showed the femal e empl oyment rate (person) inrural
area under age group 15 year and above was 57.5 for 2021 — 2022 it is more than male. The data pertaining
to AndhraPradesh under the same group showed that 51.7 for 2020-2021 it wasrel atively more than urban
fema eemployment.

Review of literature

Namal SandhyaRani (2021) conducted a study and found that women strengthening and financial
advancement are firmly related. The study emphasized the significance of financial advancement that
strengthening women capacities. Women are pivotal to the monetary advancement of nation. The study
suggested macro approach to women empowerment Kabeer (2017) conducted a study and found that
economic empowerment of women can lead to poverty reduction especialy in devel oping countries. Further
the study emphasized that economic empowerment can enhance women’s access to resource including education
healthcare and property which improvetheir overall wellbeing and reduce poverty Shabber Ahmed (2016)
conducted astudy on Soci o-Economic empowerment of rural women and found that the need for adopting
broad based approach that addresses pl anning adequate resource al ocation programmedesign and formul ate
targeted intervention.

Esther Duflo (2012) found that women empowerment and economic devel opment areclosdly rel ated.
In onedirection devel opment can play mgor rolein driving downinequality between men and women, inthe
other direction empoweringwomen may benefit development. Theinterrel ationshipsare probably too weak
to besdf sustaining and that continues policy commitment to equality for itsown sake, may beneededto bring
about between men and women Brush De Bruin and Weller (2009) conducted astudy and found that women
entrepreneursface unique challengesincluding limited accessto finance market information and net work.
However the study found that women entrepreneurs have a significant impact on their community’s economic
growth. They recognize the need for more integrated and comprehensive approach to women’s economic
empowerment that addressesthe structural barriersto women full participationin the economy.

Need of the study

| n spite more studieswere conducted on economic empowerment of women, thereisaneedto review
the status of the women’s empowerment particularly in the state of Andhra Pradesh where agriculture is a
major occupation. It hel psto drivethe Government initiationsto work effectively.
Objectives
1. Tostudyland ownership scenario of womeninthe state of AndhraPradesh.
2. Tostudy Employment scenario of women in the state of Andhra Pradesh.
3. Tostudy literacy scenario of womeninthe state of Andhra Pradesh.
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M ethodology

The frame work helpsto drive the research in proper manner. It guides the researcher to do the
research in theright way. The analysisin this paper was compl etely based on secondary datawhich are
availablein Government published reports.

Research Design

Theentire state of Andhra Pradesh wastaken into consideration. The data pertaining to the statewas
compared with thedatarelated to Indiaand anaysed and concluded.

Data

Secondary datahave been available in Government Reports namely Agriculture Report 2015-16,
Government of India, Socio Economic Survey 2023, Government of Andhra Pradesh.

Analysis
Employment
Emplyment (Iabour participation) isone of thefundamental and moreeffective deviseswhich empower
women. Let us seethe category wiseemployment(labour participation) scenario regarding rurd areaof the
country and the state of AndhraPradesh.
FigureNo.01: Labour Participation Rate
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(Source: Soci-Economic Survey, 2022-23, GoAP)

Theabovefigure hasvisuaised that Women labour participation raterelatively menislessin bothA.P
and India. But, whenit comparesto Urban it isbetter inA.Pand Indiatoo. Thewomen labour participation
rateinA.Pand Indiais51.7 and 36.5 respectively. In the case of urban areatherate pertainingtoA.Pand
Indiais31.7 and 23.2 correspondingly. Thewomen labour participationratein the state of AndhraPradesh
reletvely morethan Indiain not only in rura but also urban.

TableNo0.01: Category wise Rura employment scenario

(In Percentage)
Andhra Pradesh India
Sl. No. Type of
Employment | Mge | Femae | Male | Femae
1 Self employed 45.4 372 | 59.7 64.8
Regular
2 salaried 15.5 58 | 13.6 9.1
3 Casual 39.1 530 | 26.8 26.2
4 Total 100.0 100.0 | 100.0| 100.0

(Source: PLFS 2020-21, MoSPI, Gol)
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The casua workersin women are more comparatively maein rural AndhraPradesh and rural India
alsobutinIndiaits percentageislesser than the state of Andhra Pradesh. Thetable N0.01 has ascertained
this. Self employed women are more than menin Indiait accountsfor 64.8 and 59.7 respectively. A note
worthy point inthetablethat the variation between men and women in the case of regular salaried employees
inrura AndhraPradesh isaround 10,whereasin Indiawe cannot find such huge gap.

Land
Landisamainincomestream particularly inrura area. It driveswomen towards empowerment.
TableNo0.02: Land holder inrural AndhraPradesh

(No’s in “000)
9. No. Category No. of land holders Percentage

Mae | Female | Total | Mae | Femae

1 Marginal 4049 1854 | 5903 | 68.59 | 31.41

2 Small 117 475 | 592 | 19.76 | 80.24

3 Semi medium 574 194 | 768 | 74.74| 25.26

4 Medium 149 39| 188 79.26| 20.74

5 Large 11 3 14| 7857 | 21.43
All 4900 2565 | 7465 | 65.64 | 34.36

(Source: Agricultural Survey 2015-16)
FigureNo0.02: Land holder inrural AndhraPradesh
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(Source: Agricultural Survey 2015-16)

Above table has shown that despite 80.24 per cent of females has come under small land holder,
majority of females has been recognised as marginal land holders. The data (in No’s) pertaning to small as
well asmarginal land holdersare 475 and 1854 respectively. The overall scenario of land holder of both
gendersareshowninthefigureNo.02. it hasreved ed that just 36.34 per cent of femaeland holdersarethere
inAndhraPradesh, remaining belongsto men land holders.

TableNo0.03: Castewiseland holdersin Rural AndhraPradesh

(No,s in “000)
Si.No. | Category Scheduled cast Scheduled Tribe

Mae | Female | Tota | Mde | Femde | Tota

1 Marginal 375 199 574 176 87| 263

2 Small 77 35 112 61 26 87

3 Semi medium 26 11 37 32 10 42

4 Medium 3 2 5 10 2 12

5 Large 0 0 0 1 0 1
All 481 247 728 280 125 | 405

(Source: Agricultural Survey 2015-16)
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FigureNo.03(a): Land holder belongsto SCinrural AndhraPradesh
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(Source: Agricultural Survey 2015-16)
FigureNo.03(b): Land holder belongsto ST inrural AndhraPradesh
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(Source: Agricultural Survey 2015-16)

Despite the number of land holdersin the table No.03 has been decending order in both genders
majority of fema esrelatively men contain marginal land in both communities. The scenario hastaken asa
wholein community has shown that the percentage of women land holdersbelongto SC and ST are 33.93
and 30.86 respectively. In the case of men the percentages of the same communities are 66.03 and 69.14
accordingly.

The degree of women empowerment dependsnot only on the number of women land holdersbut also

onsizeof land.
TableNo0.04: Averagesizeof land

9 No. | Gender Andr_lra Pradesh . India
All Categories| SC ST | All Categories| SC ST
1 Men 0.97 0.69 | 113 1.10 0.79 | 143
2 Women 0.85 0.66 | 0.92 0.90 0.68 | 1.23
3 Total 0.97 0.68 | 1.07 1.08 0.78 | 140

(Source: Agricultural Survey 2015-16)

AccordingtoAgricultural Survey 2015-16 average size of land in AndhraPradesh hasshownin above
table as 0.97. Itis less than country’s average. In women it is slightly less than the country. It accounts for 0.85
and 0.9 respectively. Thevariaionin averageland sizeof SCwomenisjust 0.03, whereasinmenitis0.1 per
cent. Thevariation belongsto ST womeniscompareto menismore. Itis0.31 per cent. Thevariationinthe
case of men regarding same community iSO.1 per cent.

Literacy
All researches hasunanimoudly agreed that thereisapositive correl ation betweenliteracy and production
irrespectiveof gender.

JunetoAugust 2024 www.amoghvarta.com Impact Factor 36
A Double-blind, Peer-reviewed & Referred, Quarterly, Multidiciplinary and SJIF (2023): 5.062

Bilingual Research Journal




Dr. P S. Lakshmi

ISSN : 2583-3189 (E), 2583-0775 (P) AMOGHVARTA Page No. 32 - 38

Year-04, Volume-04, Issue-01

FigureNo.04: Gender wiseLiteracy Ratein AndhraPradeshin 2011
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Abovefigure has shown gender wiseliteracy ratesrelated to rural and urban. Thefigurehelpsusto
understand theliteracy scenario that existsinAndhraPradeshin 2011. Women literacy inA.Pisobvioudy less
than urban. Women literacy rate accounted for 59.74, whereasmen it was 75.56 asawhole. Thevariation
inrurd literacy rate between men andwomenistwo digits. Their literacy rateswere 70.2 and 52.5 respectively.
We can find same scenario in urban areaa so but the magnitude of variation was better in urban than rural .

Some Government Programme

The Government hasimplemented many programmesfor empowering women. For instance The
Government of Andhra Pradesh has distributed 30.2 |akh house pattas to women at free of cost and Rs.
595.46 croredistributed to3455031 SHG members.
Decision

In spite of economic empowerment inwomen isrelatively lessthan menin employment opportunities,
land holdersand size of land literacy, etc, they are empowering dueto capturing the opportunitiesin said area.

Conclusion

Incomeisthekey driving factor for women economic empowerment. Thelabour participationrateis
one of theincome generating factorsfor women. Thefemal elabour participation rateinAndhraPradeshis
relatively greater than the country and infact, therateisincreasing gradually. The number regarding land
holders and average land help women’s economic empowerment. Though the average land size related to
women is less than country’s average, there is no much variation. Literacy rate defenately encourages women’s
economic empowerment. Thefemaleliteracy rate needstoimprove, but itisinbad, itisimproving. Some
factorswhich areworkingin opposite direction slowdown the pace of women empowerment particulay in
rural areasin the country and AndhraPradesh such aschild care, unpaid family works, illiteracy, health
conditions, etc. However, women’s empowerment is increaing.
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