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Migration and Rural Economy

Abstract

Migrant workers are workers who move
ORIGINAL ARTICLE fromoneareaof astateor country to another to
obtain seasonal, temporary, or part-time work in
variousfields. Pull and push factors are the main
factors of migration. Overall, 8% (21% of male
migrantsand 2% of femal e migrants) moved within
thestatefor work. Census data al so underestimates
the movement of temporary migrant workers,
according to the 2016-17 Economic Survey. In
2007-2008, NSSO estimated the number of Indian
migrant workers at 7 billion (29% of the
workforce). After the outbreak of the coronavirus
(Covid-19) in March 2020, temporary visitors
within households accounted for 0.7% of the
population fromJuly 2020 to June 2021. Migration
has had positive and negative effects on the rural
economy. Although migration reduces the labor
burden on land, it also increases land labor
shortagesin rural economies.
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Workerswho migrate from one state or part of the country to another seek seasonal, temporary or
part-timework invariousindustries. The main reasonsfor migration arepull and push factors. Overdl, 8% of
people move acrossthe country for work (21% of malemigrantsand 2% of femaemigrants). Censusdata
also does not assess the movement of temporary migrant workers, according to the 2016-17 Economic
Survey. In 2007-2008, NSSO estimated the number of Indian migrant workersat $1 million. 7 million people
(29% of employees).

After the outbreak of the coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic in March 2020, 0.7% of the country’s
population temporarily returned homefrom July 2020 to June 2021.

Migration hashad positive and negative effectson the rurd economy. Migration reducesthe burdenon
land-based workers and i ncreases| and-based |abor shortagesin rural economies.

Therearetwo main reasonsfor migration:

> Tenglemodulusand

> Pressurecoefficient

Theurban area offers many job opportunitiesin industry, transportation, commerce and other service
sectors. Italso has modern living facilities. Therefore, they act as “magnets” for immigration, attracting people
from abroad. In other words, cities attract people from other regions. This is known as the “pull factor”.
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People also migrate due to “push factors” such as unemployment, hunger and starvation. If they do not find a
way to make a living in the village, they are “exiled” to far or near cities.

Millionsof peoplemigrated from remotevillagesto big citieslike Ca cutta, Mumba and Delhi, because
thesecitiespromiseabetter life. Their homevillageshad effectively rejected them asasurplus popul ation that
could nolonger be supported by rural land resources.

1. Pullfactors
() LargeOppourtunity for job and employment.
(i) Goodhedthfacilities.
()  Good educationfecilities.
(iv) Deveopedtransport and communicationfacilities.
(v) Moresecurity facilities.
(Vi) Wagesand remunerationpaidinchase.
(vii) Developedinfrastructure.
(viii) Moreinterment facilities.
2. Pushfactors
() Lack of employment andjob.
(i) backwardnessof agriculture.
(i)  Lack of good hedthfacilities.
(iv) Lackof good educationfacilities.
(v)  Underdevel opedinfrastructure.
(vi) Lackindustriesandtrade.
(vii) Lack of security.
(viii) Lack of cash payment.

Objectives of the Sudy

1. Tofindoutthecausesof migrationfromrura areasto urban aress, from stateto stateand from country
toWorld.

2. Tofindout thetrendsof migrationin maeand femaes.
3. Tofind out the effectsof migration ontherura economy
4. Tofindout thecreated issuesfrom migration in theurban areas
5. Tofind out the positive effects of migration on both areas
M ethodology

Thisstudy dependson secondary data. All dataof migration taken by published secondary data.

Analysis and Findings
Trendsof Migration

Overal, 8% of peopleimmigrate to work within the state (21% of maleimmigrantsand 2% of femae
immigrants). Based on theresults of the 2016-2017 Economic Survey, the censusdataa so doesnot estimate
themovement of temporary migrant workers. In 2007-2008, NSSO estimated the number of migrant workers
inIndiaat 7 million (29% of theworkforce).

0.7% of the country’s population temporarily stayed at home between July 2020 and June 2021 after
the start of the coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic in March 2020. More than 84% of them migrated for
reasonsrel ated to theepidemic. Therangeisasfollows:

1. Maesingwithfamily/relaives/friends(48.9%);
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2. Unemployment/unit suspension/lack of job opportunities (12.2%);

3. Incomemembership migration (9.2%);

4. Closureof educationd institutionsand heal th-rel ated reasons (15.7%);
ThemigrationratefromAll Indiaduring July to June 2020-2021 was 28.9% and isasfollows:

1. Rurd migrationrateis26.5%.

2. 1tis34.9%in urban areas.

The proportion of womeninthemigration ratewas high and 47.9%:
1. 48percentinrura aress,
2. 1tis47.8%in urban areas.

Reason for Migration

For women, therate of migration dueto marriageisthe highest a 86.8 percent. Themigration ratefor
menwas 10.7%.
1. 59percentinrura aress;
2. Itis22.5%inurbanaress.

Reason for Migration

49.6% of men migrated in search of job/business/nearnessto theworkplace or dueto unemployment/
unit closure/lack of job opportunities.

Migration duetoimmigration of parents/family members. Therearefollowing conditions:
1. 17.5%weremen.
2. 7.3% of womenmigrated for thisreason.

Accordingtothecensus, in 2011, Indiahad 45.6 millionimmigrants (38% of the population) (31.5
millionimmigrantsin 2001) (31% of the population).

Between 2001 and 2011, the popul ation increased by 18% and the number of immigrantsincreased by
45%. In 2011, 99% of thetotal number of internal migrantsand Muhgjirs (overseasimmigrants) were 1%.

Thismove could affect agriculturein both depopul ated and depopul ated aress.

Conclusion

We can say that migration affected both positive and negative aspectsof therural economy. It created
scarcity of labor in theagriculture sector but reduced the burden of popul ation on land.
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