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Abstract

ORIGINAL ARTICLE To understand how indigenous rights,
environmental preservation, and social justice
intersect, this study examines the Forest Dwellers’
@ movements and campaigns for environmental

= @) justice in India. Sarting with a historical

ot 4 background, it traces the development of forest
» B administration from colonial times to the present
day, pinpointing the impact of colonial and post-
independence policies on relations between forest
dwellers and the Government. It then devotes its
focus to key movements that were crucial for

Author environmental justice: Chipko Movement and

Abhay K umar Narmada BachaoAndolan. The study looks at these
Research Scholar movements’ social as well as environmental
Department of Law consequences, showing how they support
University of Allahabad sustainable development and empower
Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, INDIA marginalized communities. It contends that these

movements have played an important role in
shifting public perception towards a devel opment
model that balances social justice with ecological sustainability. Furthermore, it underscores the
importance of indigenous knowledge in conserving biodiversity and integrating such knowledge into
environmental governance. Ultimately, the study concludes by saying that without support from the
Forest Dwellers’ movements for a more inclusive and sustainable environmental governance model in
India one that tackles past injustices we can’t expect ecologically-just human development initiatives
to take hold.
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History

India’s historical background of colonialism and the post-independence policy developments provide
thefoundation of the historical framework of environmenta justice movementsand movementsof the Forest
Dweéllers. Analysing the historical movementsiscrucia inorder to grasp the current dynamics of these
movements.

a)  British period: 1858-1947
During Britishruleover India, forestswere seen primarily asstrategi c reserves and asource of revenue'.

TheBritishersduring their ruleintroduced many forest regul ationsthat changed traditional methods of managing
forests. TheIndian Forest Act of 1927 isthemost Sgnificant enactments. It played significant rolein centraizing
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forest management. It designated forests as Government property and restricted thelocal communitiesaccess
totheforest produce. The act undermined the customsand cultural practicesof forest-dwelling communities
and | eft them powerless,

The colonia Government actively promoted the use of natural resourcesfor commercia purposes,
especialy timber extraction, which was necessary to cater to the needs British businessesand infrastructural
projects(suchasrailroads). Ingeneral, thisperiod saw adeclineintraditional sustainableforest management
techniques used by local popul ations, causing serious ecol ogical degradation.

The degradation of forest during the colonia regimes|ead to early small-scal eresi slance movements against
colonid forest policiesby thecommunitieslivingintheforest. These movements were often crushed violently
by colonid Government. Theseinitia movementsset afoundation for futureenvironmenta justicemovements.

b)  Post-IndependencePeriod

After Independence, the Indian Government took over the colonia legal system and largely continued
withthecentralization of forest adminitration. While Governmentshave becomeincreasingly nationdigticin
their approaches to resource management, indigenous forest dweller’s rights and interests have often been
ignored. Theforests cameto be seen more and morein termsof the devel opment of the country rather than
as aresource that provided for local people’s needs. Large-scale projects like mines, dams, and industries led
to deforestation and eviction of forest populations?. This approach combined an emphasis on economic
growth at al costswith astresson state control over resourcesand resulted inincreasing conflicts between
forest-dependent communitiesand conservation authorities.

In 1980, Indiawas experiencing environmental awarenesswhich resonated globally. Forest-based
environmental movementsthat highlighted both the rightsof communities dependent onforestsand their
ecologica rolebegan to emergeduring thisperiod. These movementswereinstrumenta in pushingfor policy
reforms by challenging the mainstream paradigm of forest management. In 1980 the Forest (Conservation)
Act waspassed which for thefirst timefocused on conservationrather thanjust using it asameansof revenue
source.

Thehigtory of forest dweller movementsin Indiastretchesfrom colonia period of exploitationto post-
independence strugglesfor recognition and rights. Even after Independence, forest policies continued to
reflect thebureaucracy and commercid exploitation that had been established by colonid forests. Early resstance
agang British practiceslad seedsfor later more organi zed environmentd justicemovements. Thedeve opmentd
approach followed by Independent India also negatively impacted local communities’ rights and livelihoods
leading to ecological degradation along with social injustice. By 1970-80s onwards there wasincreased
awareness about environment-rel ated i ssuesl eading to emergence of movements demanding incorporation of
indigenousrightsinnatural resource governance. Thishistorical contextiscrucia for understanding current
status asit showslong-term confrontation between state-controlled resource management systemsversus
indigenous/local population’s rights-centric systems.

Campaigns and M ovements

In Indiamany important campaigns and movementsrel ated to environmentd justiceand therights of
forest dwdlersweremadewhichledtoreforminforest policy of India. Thesemovementshavebeeningrumenta
in shaping thediscoursearound socid justice, environmenta conservation, andindigenousrightsinthecountry.
They havedso played acrucid rolein chalenging prevailinglawsthat threaten the surviva of communities
dependent on forests. Some of theimportant campai gnsand movementsareasunder:

a) B o 8

The Chipko Movement is one among the most popular movements in the history of social and
environmentd activism. It wasanon-violent movement beganintheearly seventiesin thestate of Uttarakhand
(then part of Uttar Pradesh). The term “Chipko” means “to clasp” or “to stick,” it reflects activists” main
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strategy, that is, embracing treesto prevent them from cutting. It wasinitiated primarily by localswhose
livelihoods depended heavily on forestsfor their basic needs.

Chipko movement can be considered asaresult of rural people anger about Government policies
restrictinglocal accessto forest resources, thecommercial |ogging operationshanded over by Government to
private contractors madeit worse. Many peoplelost their means of subsi stence because these operations put
their very existenceat risk, whiled so causing significant soil erosion and decreasing water availability.

The movement cameinto prominence with aprotest by peasant women led by activistssuch as Chandi
Prasad Bhatt* and Sunderlal Bahugune®. They hug thetreesthat were marked for fellingdownin 1973 at
Mandd villagein upper Alakanandavaley. Thismode of movement was based on Gandhian principleof non-
violence, thismethod quickly spread acrosslarge partsof India, capturing nationd and internationa imagination.

Sunderld Bahugunaiscond dered asemblemati c figureof themovement. Hehimsdf travelled extensively,
not just to mobilize support but also to educate villagers about ecol ogical importance of trees; hisefforts
raised awareness about therights of local communitiesand forest conservation.

The Chipko Movement had severd important impacts:
(i) ItresultedinabanonfdlingtreesintheHimaayan regionsof Uttar Pradesh by 1980°.

(i) It spread ecologica awarenessamong people. Themovement also highlighted theimportance of
forestsfor ecologica security and maintaining rural livelihoods.

(i)  Chipko was one of India’s earliest environmental movements where women played a significant role.
It highlighted thegender issuesin environmentd activism.

(iv)  Chipkoinspired similar movementsacross other partsof globe, becoming an emblem for non-violent
resistance’. For instance, in Karnataka’s Appiko Movement was initiated where people clung onto
treesto protect them from commercia logging. Its philosophy further shaped international campaigns
amed a conserving forestsandincludinglocalsin such work.

The Chipko Movement ismorethan just athing of the past. The spirit of Chipko haslived onthrough
recent environmental campaignsall over theworld. They make surewe never forget how strong grassroots
activism can be and that peaceful resistance might bethebest way to go whenit comesto helping society and
our planet.

b)  AppikoMovement?®

TheAppiko Movement began in Karnataka, Indiain year 1983. Panduranga Hegde initiated /the
Appiko Movement after he was inspired by Sunderlal Bahuguna’s Chipko Movement. It is an important
environmental movement aimed at protecting theWestern Ghatsforestsfrom deforestation and unsustainable
exploitation. Similar to Chikpo Movement in North India, “Appiko” means “to hug” in Kannada. The main
method used by activistswas embracing treesto prevent loggersfrom felling them. Themovement initiated
dueto excessivelogging whichwasruining the unique biodiversity of theWestern Ghats and affecting local
residents’ livelihoods.

TheActivistsof the movement al so planted and nurtured new treesfor reforestation purposes. They
worked collectively asateam so they could revive several areas of forest. They educated locals on forest
importance such as how they help maintain soil fertility aswell aswater resourceswhich are crucial for
agriculture.

TheAppiko Movement had severd important impacts:

(i) Itledtochangein policieswhich causesforest exploitation. It placed restrictions on green tree cutting,
and promoted sustainable practices.

(i) A culturd revival occurred regarding forests va ues during this movement. Peopl e started practicing
traditional knowledgerelated to forest conservation aswell assustainableuseagain.
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(i) Thismovementsinfluenced more environmental campaignsthroughout Western Ghatsand other parts
of India

(iv)  Itbrought upanimportant topicfor discussion such as, finding abal ance between devel opment and
ecologicd sustainahility.
TheAppiko Movementisproof that grassrootsactivism playsamgor rolein environmenta conservation.
By mobilizingloca communitiesand having them devel op astrong connection with nature, they wereableto
not only savetheforests of Western Ghatsfrom destruction but also inspirethemtofight for their rightsto a
hedthy lifestyleamongst nature.

¢) NarmadaBachaoAndolan®

The Narmada Movement, also known as Narmada BachaoAndolan (NBA), is a massive social
movement in Indial°. It highlighted environmenta sustainability and humanrights. NBA wasformedto protest
against thebuilding of hydroe ectric damson the NarmadaRiver. Theriver runsthrough Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, and Gujarat. They claimthat if these projects continueit would greatly damage not only the
environment but people’s lives as well.

Theactivistslike BabaAmte and M edha Patkar were among the popul ar person who wereleading the
movement. Oneof their main concernswashow many communitieswould bedisplaced if thedamwereto go
through, aswell asthe destruction of ecosystems, lossof land, and forest cover.

Thousandsof familieswereforced out without any kind of backup plansor rehabilitation. Alot of them
wereindigenoustribeswho had no other meansfor survival. Thelossof biodiversity after submerging 37000
hectaresacresof land inwater wastoo greet for environmentaiststo settleon. They believed that thedestruction
would outweigh any good that could comefrom the construction. The NBA made sureto useevery platform
they could find to makeit known what was happening. Strikes and protests were made and casestaken to
court, their movement gained enough attention that even international courtssteppedin.

The NarmadaBachaoAndolan had severa important impacts.

(i) Itincreased scrutiny of development projects. When approving large-scale projectsin Indiathereis
now much harder criteriafor themto pass.

(i)  Peopleredlized during thesetriadshow terriblether current systemwaswhen dealing withissueslike
displacement. Since then, policies have been put into place so something similar won’t happen again.

@iy  IniIndia it led to numerous other grassroots movements have formed demanding changewhen it
comesto humanrights.

(iv)  Influenceon other movements numerous groupsthroughout Indiatook inspirationfromNBA, showing
theworld that changeis possible evenwithout violence. They introduced non-violent resistanceand
community mobilization to environmental advocacy.

The Save the Narmada Movement was a pivotal point in time for India, as it brought everything they’ve
been doing intermsof development into question. Their actions showed that there are alternativesto alot of
the damage being done currently. The NBA’s legacy is proof that every country is capable of a sustainable
futureif itscitizens decideto take action and demand changefromtheir politicians.

d)  Silent Valley Movement

The Silent Valey Movement wasasignificant environmental campaignin Indiaduringthelate 1970s
and early 1980s. Poet activist Sugathakumari was a key figure in the Silent \alley protest; her poem “Marathinu
Stuthi” (Ode to a Tree) served as the opening prayer and song for the majority of “save the Silent Valley”
campaign eventsand becameasymbol for the protest withintheintellectual community.'2

Thismovement aimed to protect theuntouched Silent Va ley, atract of tropica rainforest in Palakkad
district, Kerala. It heightened awareness about devel opment vs conservation conflicts, resulting in stronger
environmenta preservationpoliciesinindia
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Silent Valley is a vulnerable ecosystem that’s rich with biodiversity. In the late 1970s, the Kerala State
Electricity Board proposed building ahydrod ectric dam on KunthipuzhaRiver. Theflooding caused by this
would destroy 8.3 squarekilometersof thriving rainforest and disturb the habitats of many different endemic
gpecies. Thismovement sparked widespread protestsfrom concerned scientigts, journdigts, poets, loca people
and environmentalists who all believed it would cause irreversible damage to the area’s ecosystem.

Studies showed that many rare and endemic specieslived in thevalley, some of which are not found
anywhere el se on Earth. Thisincluded an endangered primate called Lion-tailed M acaque. The movement
used mediaplatformsto rai seawareness about what could become an ecologica disaster. With support from
well-known figures, it quickly gained momentum and caught the attention of people outside of itsimmediate
vidnity.

After seeing how vehemently activistsfought against this project, Government officialsdecided to
evaluateit further before greenlighting anything. Prime Minister IndiraGandhi temporarily put ahalt on
congtruction until they figured out whether or not it would beharmful to their environment. A few yearslater in
1983 once multi plecommitteesreviewed dataon ecol ogica impact, centra Government madefinal decision
to abandon the project dueto itspotential harm.

The Silent Valley Movement had several important impacts:

() The Silent Valley Movement was critical in influencing India’s environmental policies. It pushed for the
formulation of the Forest (Conservation) Act of 1980, which madeit harder to divert forest land for
non-forest purposes.

(i)  Thismovement eventudly ledto Silent Valey being declared aNational Park in 1985. Thisprotective
statusensuresthat biodiversity will remainunbothered by humans.

@ii)  Themovement rai sed public and Governmental avarenessabout theenvironment onalargescae. It
hasinspired people acrossIndiaand beyond to stand up against dangerous projectslikethisin efforts
to stave off potentia risksthey pose on our environment.

The Silent Valley Movement is one of India’s most successful environmental campaigns, proving that
scientific advocacy and coll ective action can savenatura ecosystems. It stressesbal ance between deve opment
and ecologicd sustainability.

e) SaveWestern Ghats M ovement®®

The Save Western Ghats Movement isasignificant environmenta and socia promotion crusadethat
looks to save the ecological integrity of the Western Ghats, one of India’s most important mountain ranges. This
domain, knownfor itslavish biodiversty and endemism, existsacrossSix Indian states and has been recognized
as a UNESCO world heritage site. The movement blossomed in reaction to the mounting threats of
deforestation, mining, and large-scal e devel opment venturesthat could easily tip the delicate equilibrium of
naturewhileannihilating thework and meansof loca communities.

The movement started gai ning momentum in 1980swith increasi ng environmental consciousnessand
aded by severd locd and nationd environmenta organizations. It wasinfluenced by the north Chipko movement
and brought together many different segmentsof society including scientists, activists, indigenous peopleand
common citizenswhoredizetheneedfor critical protection of theWestern Ghats.

The Western Ghats are called one among eight “hottest hotspots’ of biological diversity on the planet.
Thismovement targets against threats on this biodiversity such asillegal logging, mining aswell asdam
construction.Large-scale agricultura expansions, urbani zation and industrialization have drastically changed
land usethus causing habitat destruction aswell asfragmentation.The Western Ghats play acrucia rolein
water security of peninsular region through influencing rainfal distribution patternsand acting assource areas
for mgor rivers.

MarchtoMay 2024 www.amoghvarta.com mpact Factor 161
A Double-blind, Peer-reviewed & Referred, Quarterly, Multidiciplinary and SJIF (2023): 5.062
Bilingual Research Journal



: Abhay Kumar
ISSN : 2583-3189 (E), 2583-0775 (P)
Year-03, Volume-03, Issue-04 AMOGHVARTA Page No. 157 - 165

The Save Western Ghats Movement had several important impacts:

(i) Onenotable development has been pushing for defining certain areas within the Western Ghatsto
become Ecologically Sendtive Zonesthat restrict sometypesof industrial or developmentd activities
to protect ecosystems.

(i)  Through conductingworkshops, seminarsor direct mobilizing presence, themovement hassuccessfully
spread knowledge amongst the public regarding ecol ogical importance of these Ghatsthereby leading
to community mobilization acrossvarious ates.

(ii)  Themovement resultedinsgnificant policy did oguethat produced severd important reportslike Madhav
Gadgil Committee Report followed by Kasturirangan Committee Report which suggested measures
for protection of western ghats.

Save Western Ghats M ovement illuminates acomplex rel ationship between ecological conservation
and socioeconomic development. It is a beacon of people’s movement for the environment, highlighting the
role of informed citizenry and scientific research in shaping sustainable development policies. The movement’s
legacy and ongoing efforts are essentia as threats to the Western Ghats continue changing in order to
accommodate evol ving conservation approachesthat will succeed in protecting thisecological treasurefor
generationsto come.

f)  Joint Forest Management(JFM)

Joint Forest Management (JFM) isakey initiativelaunched in Indiaduring 1990stargeted at ensuring
involvement of loca communitiesinto management aswell asrestoration of forest areas. JFM marksdeparture
from earlier forest management practi cesthat werelargely centralized aswell asexdusonary. Thisparticipatory
approach was designed to correct past mistakeswhereby forest policies often marginaized thelocal people
who depended onforestsdirectly for their livelihoods.

The origin of JFM can be traced back to early experiments on community forestry during 1970’s-
1980’s which were influenced by movements like *Chipko Movement’. The formal launch of JFM came after
release of India Government’s resolution on “National Forest Policy, 1988 stating that there was need for
participation of local communitiesin managing aswell asprotectingforests.

JFM isbased on theideaof partnershipsbetween forest departmentsand local (oftentribal) communities
who rely onforestsfor their sustenance. It created local groups, called Forest Protection Committees (FPCs)
or Village Forest Committees (V FCs) to ensure that there are groupsto preserve and conserveour forest. As
areward for taking care of theforest, communities get some percentage from the money generated by sdlling
timber and other products obtained from thisecosystem aswel | asbenefitsfrom enhanced forest cover and
related ecologica services.

The Joint Forest Management had severa important impacts'®:

() Forestlandsinvariousstates across Indiahave been ableto regenerate thousands of hectaresthat
wereprevioudy degraded. Theimproved forest cover hasenhanced biodiversity and baanced ecologies.

(i) Thepeopleinvolvedin JFM practiceshave experienced direct soci o-economic benefitsascommunities.
By working together with nature they’ve also seen improvements in water and soil conservation.

(i)  Loca communitieshave been empowered through decision-making processeswhichincreasestheir
awareness of respons bility towardsforest conservation.

These movements have been pivotal in shaping India’s environmental policy and discourse. They underline
the complex interplay between environmenta conservation, rightsof indigenousand local communities, and
developmental policies. Through pers stent advocacy and grassroots activism, these movements have brought
significant policy changesand rai sed awvareness about the need for amore sustai nabl e and equitable approach
to environmental governancein India. Their impact extends beyond immediate obj ectives, influencing
environmental jurisprudence, policy formulation, and thegloba environmental justice movement.
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Challenges

The forest dwellers’ movements and environmental justice campaigns in India, while significantly impactful,
havefaced variouschallengesand controversies. These compl exities stem from the conflicting interests of
different stakeholders including the Government, local communities, conservationists’ & industrial sectors.
Here’s an overview of some key challenges and controversies:

(i) Conflict with Conservation Goals

Baancingrightsof forest dwelling communitieswith conservation objectiveshasbeenamgor controversy
with criticswarning extending rightsto localscoul d lead to over expl oitation but proponentsarguethey have
vested interest in maintaining forest sustainability.In national parksor wildlife sanctuaries designated areas
there have been tussles between wildlife conservation efforts & indigenous communities’ rights where relocation
of tribesfromthese areasisoneissueleading to debates over voluntary vsforced rel ocations & adequacy of
rehabilitation measures.

(i) Development conflict with Environmental Conservation

Mining, dams& industrid expansionsin forest areas usually |ead to deforestation and displacement of
indigenous communities prompting protestsand legal battl esas Government push for economic devel opment
sometimes goes against environmental & socia considerations.Controversies have risen on adequacy &
trangparency of Environment Impact Assessment for such projectsasactivistsaccusethem of being superficid
without properly considering long-term environmenta & socid impacts.

(iii) Conflictswith Local Populations

In some cases, forest conservation effortshaverestricted accessto forest resourcesfor local communities
leading to conflictsover livelihoodswhich hassometimes|ed to res tancefrom thesecommunitiesMargindized
groupsespecialy tribal communitiesfeel they areinadequately represented in decision-making processes
related to forest governance which leads to policies that don’t adequately address their needs and concerns.
(iv) Implementation of Forest RightsAct (FRA), 2006

Despite being progressivein nature FRA implementation hasfaced bureaucratic complicationswith
lack of awarenessamong forest dwellersabout their rightstaking thefront seet among other issueslikede ays
inprocessing claims& inadequate support in claim preparation.Some state forestry departmentshave seen
reluctanceto let go control over forest resources|eading to conflictsinimplementing theAct which comes
from atraditional mindset that believeshuman intervention especialy by locasharm forests.

Socio-palitical and Environmental Implications
Themovementsand campaignsfor therightsof forest dwellersin Indiahave significant socio-political
and environmental implications. Theseimplications extend beyond theimmedi ate context of theforestsand
their inhabitants, affecting broader aspects of Indian society, governance, and ecol ogy.
a)  Socio-political Implications
»  Thesemovementshave beeninstrumenta in empowering traditionally marginaized groups, especially
tribal communities, by bringing their issuesto theforefront of national discourse.
»  Thesuccessof these movementsledto shift in governance paradigms.It hasforced arevaluation of the
governance model srelated to natural resources.
»  Theenvironmenta justice movements haveimpacted national policieslikepoliciesreatingto Forest
RightsAct.
» Addressing historical injusticesaswell asadvocating for full recognition regarding forest-dwelling
neighbourhoodsisonelarge step towardssocid justice.
b)  Environmental Implications
» By advocating for the sustainable management of forests, these movements contributeto biodiversity
conservation.
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»  Thesemovementsemphas zetheimportance of sustainable resource use, advocating for model sthat
bal ance ecol ogica needswith human requirements.

» Forestsplay acritica rolein climate change mitigation by acting ascarbon sinks. Themovementsstress
theimportance of forest conservation in combating climate change.

»  Thesemovementsadvocatefor amoreinclusive conservation ethic that recognizestherole of human
communitiesinmaintaining ecologica baance.

Conclusion

India’s movements and campaigns are at the crucial intersection of many aspects such as, social justice,
indigenousrights, and environmenta conservation. Thishasbrought about severad policy shiftsinthecountry.
These changeshavea so called into question how forestsin Indiashould be governed and conserved.

Thesemovementsadvocatefor sustainable devel opment that includesboth environmental conservation
and community welfare askey factors. These movements have caused significant rippleeffectsaround the
world by being vocal about indigenousrights, environmental justice, and sustainable devel opment. The
movementsin Indiahighlight thecrucia need for aba anced approach to environmenta governance. It promotes
harmoniousintegration of rightsof indigenous communitieswith conservation objectives.

Empowvering indigenouscommunitiesand recognizing their traditiona knowledgeand sustainablepractices
isnot only amatter of justice but also apragmatic approach to conservation. The success stories of these
movements serveas evidencethat grassroots activism holdsgreat power when aiming to influence policy or
raise awareness.Themovementsin Indiaserveasavital reminder of theinterconnected nature of socid,
environmenta, and economicissues. They ared| connected likegearsin amachine, each oneequaly important
astheothersif we sincerdly wish for sustainable devel opment. The movements offer insightsinto abetter
futurefor both people and theworld they inhabit, with lessonson how to create equitabl e, sustainable, and
reslient systems.

Thejourney of these movementsillustratesthe dynamic nature of environmental governance, where
continuous dia ogue, adaptation, and inclusive participation are key to addressing the complex challenges of
our time. These movements serve as an inspiration to those who wish to bring about change regarding
environmentd justiceinthefuture.
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