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Abstract
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I ntroduction

Indiaisasovereign nation. Itimplementsprograms such asfree and obligatory education or universaism
of educationuptothedementary level in order to educate every child inthe country. Asacrucial component
of theoverall educational system. Elementary education has asignificant impact on the devel opment of the
country’s human resources. The Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan is an initiative to universalize primary schooling and
an opportunity toimprove human capacities. Proper treatment of Elementary Education promotes national
growth and removes obstaclestoit. Our educational system doesnot attract quaified instructorstowork in
elementary schools, instead relying on those who have been unableto find better chances el sewhere. They
rarely focus on education and growth. Teachers’ attitudes towards Government education policies, such as
Operation Black Board, Nationa Literacy Mission, Early Childhood Care and Education, and SarvaShiksha
Abhiyan (SSA), are largely influenced by their own attitudes. It’s crucial to understand teachers’ attitudes
towards these initiatives. This study assesses primary and upper primary school teachers’ attitudes toward
SarvaShikshaAbhiyan (SSA).
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Satement of the Problem
“A Study on Aattitude of Primary and Upper Primary School Teachers towards Sarva Sikhsha Abhiyan
(SSA)”

Operational Definitions
Teacher
For the present study teacherswho areteaching class| toV and VI to 11 school students.

Attitude

Attitudeisapsychologica construct that refersto amental and emotiona entity that isinherent in or
distinguishesaperson, such astheir approach to something or their personal perspectiveonit.
Sarva ShikshaAbhiyan

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) is the Government of India’s flagship programme for achieving
Universdization of Elementary Education (UEE) inatime-bound manner, asmandated by the 86th amendment
to the Indian Constitution, which makesfree and compul sory education for children aged 6 to 14 yearsa
fundamentd right.

Objectives of the Study
1. Tocomparetheleve of attitudeof Primary and upper primary School teacherstowards Sarva Shiksha

Abhiyan.

2.  Tocomparetheattitudeof rural and urban primary and upper primary School teacherstowards Sarva
ShikshaAbhiyan

3. Tocomparetheattitude of maleand femaleprimary and upper primary School teacherstowards Sarva
ShikshaAbhiyan.

Hypotheses

1. Thereissignificant difference between Primary and upper primary School teacherstowards Sarva
ShikshaAbhiyan.

2. Thereissignificant difference between the attitude of rural and urban Elementary School teachers
towards Sarva ShikshaAbhiyan.

3. Thereissignificant difference between the attitude of male and femal e Elementary School teachers
towards Sarva ShikshaAbhiyan.

Limitation of the Sudy
1. Duetotimeand budget constraints, thestudy isconfined to elementary school instructors.
2.  ThesampleislimitedtotheKinnaur District of Himacha Pradesh exclusively.
3. Thestudyisconfinedto 102 teachersonly

Review on Related Literature

Yash Agarwal (2000) did aresearch on unrecognised schoolsin Haryana, comparing public and
private partnershipsin primary education. The survey wasdonein four districtsof Haryana, encompassing
878 unrecogni sed school sin 13 blocks across 26 districts. Unrecogni sed public schoolslack proper records,
which are not reflected in MHRD’s educational statistics. Although private schools have a considerable impact
on the primary education system, the Government | acks clear policies and regul ationsregarding them. The
author discovered asubstantial number of private schoolsin states such asHaryana, Punjab, Bihar, and Uttar
Pradesh. Theanays sreved ed that institutions cost | essthan Government schoolsdueto lower teacher pay
packages, but have better facilities. Research suggeststhat sending childrento private schoolsmay bemotivated
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by parenta ego demands. Private school studentsoutperform thosein Government schoolsintermsof academic
achievement. The author advocatesfor significant shiftsin attitudes and policiesaround primary school
development.

Pratichi I nstitute (2012) explored how SSA affects education delivery in North Bengal . The paper
addressestopicssuch asgtaff shortages, dassroomavallability, enrolIment of women, minorities, andindependent
education, and midday meals. The study’s research team found that 75% of schools had new classrooms,
with an average attendance of 62%. However, 19% of schoolshad an attendancerate below 50%.While 89
percent of schoolshave operating midday meal s, there have been numerous concerns about the program.
41% of schoolshad surplusteachers, while 31% had ateacher shortage. Theresearch team found that 75%
of schools had new classrooms, with an average attendance of 62%. However, 19% of schools had an
attendance rate bel ow 50%.While 89 percent of school s have functioning midday meals, there have been
numerous concerns about the program. 41% of schools had surplus teachers, while 31% had ateacher
shortage. Coochbehar saw abigger teacher shortage (60.6%0). It dso found that all the schoolshad thetoil et
fecilities, however just 26 per cent of the school shad aproper toilet facility. Intermsof community involvement,
49 percent of parents were unaware of this. In astudy of 267 householdsin Jalpaiguri, seven students
dropped out. The authority’s inspections of schools were irregular.

Ranjan Panigrahi, Manas (2012) Teachers’ Capacity Building through Distance Mode Utilizing
Video conferencing asaCreative Technique. SarvaShikshaAbhiyan (SSA) aimsto universalize e ementary
education in India. The Distance Learning Program (the department) hel ps states build capacity at all the
amount to design, develop, and ddiver distancel earning material son aregular basis. From January to October
2005, the Rgjasthan Board of Primary Educationin Jaipur and DEP-SSA at IGNOU in New Delhi hosted 7
content-based tel econferencesto enhance capacity among € ementary school teacher. Ranjan Panigrahi, Manas
(2012) Teachers’ Capacity Building through Distance Mode Utilizing Video conferencing as a Creative
Technique. Sarva ShikshaAbhiyan (SSA) aimsto universaize el ementary education inIndia. The Distance
Learning Program (the department) hel ps states build capacity at all the amount to design, devel op, and
ddiver distancelearning materialson aregular basis. From January to October 2005, the Rgjasthan Board of
Primary Educationin Jaipur and DEP-SSA at IGNOU in New Delhi hosted 7 content-based tel econferences
to enhance capacity among el ementary school teacher.

SwapnaK. S. (2014) investigated the Sarva ShikshaAbhiyan, which operatesin rural schools of
Indigul Didtrict. Educationisessentid for livingaba anced and prosperouslife. Unfortunatdy, many youngsters,
particularly fromrura aress, lack accessto education. Sarva SikshaAbhiyan (SSA) waslaunched in 2001-
2002 asaflagship programin Indiato encourage education among rural children. SSA offersbetter facilities
for sudents, such asinfrastructure and appropriate teaching materias. Thisstudy aimsto assesstheimpact of
SSAinrurd schoolsinthelndigul ditrict of Tamil Nadu, India. The study found that rural schoolsgainfrom
SSA, andingtructorsin both Government and aided school shaveagood attitude towardsit. The enrollment
ratio hasimproved. Schoolsoften struggleto effectively execute SSA programs, particularly in areassuch as
civil works, activity-based training, intervention programsfor differently abled pupils, and ICT training. This
study will assist the Government inimproving and expanding SSA programsin rurd India, withthegoal of
achieving universa e ementary education (UEE).

Method

This study used adescriptive survey method. Descriptive research isgeared on determining the status
of aparticular phenomenon rather than i solating the causative variablesresponsiblefor itsexistence.

Sample
The study’s sample was drawn using a quota system, rather than chance sampling. The sample distribution
isdisplayed inatable. Thisstudy focuses on the popul ation of school instructorsinthe Hamirpur district
(H.P). The researcher selected 100 Government school instructors (50 females and 50 males) from 10
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schools in the Hamirpur area based on time and cost considerations. The researcher used the’simple random
sampling technique’ to ensure an equal chance of selecting each sample.
Table 1: Thestudent samplefrom different school in Hamirpur district (H.P)

Name of the school Males | Females | Total
BAIRI - GOVT HIGH SCHOOL 10 o7 17
BALIAH - GOVT HIGH SCHOOL 03 o7 10
BALOH - GOVT HIGH SCHOOL 05 05 10
BANAL - GOVT HIGH SCHOOL 05 06 11
BARARA - GOVT HIGH SCHOOL 04 03 07
BARI - GOVT HIGH SCHOOL 06 04 10
BATRAN - GOVT HGH SCHOOL 03 04 09
BHALETH - GOVT HIGH SCHOOL 05 04 09
BHALOON - GOVT HIGH SCHOOL 02 06 08
BHARERI - GOVT HIGH SCHOOL 05 04 09
(Source: Primary Data)
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Tool Used

To collect data from elementary schools, the investigator created and standardized tool named “Teacher
Attitude scale towards Inclusive Education” developed by Dr. Vishal Sood and Dr.(Mrs.) Arti Anand toward
SarvaShikshaAbhiyan. Thefind draft of thescdeindudes40items. Eachitemindudesfivedternateresponses.
It is a self-administration scale. There is no time limit on the scale. The scale’s items are all expressed positively.

Satistical Techniques Used

Inthisstudy, theinvestigator sought to determinethesignificance of thedifference between the mean of
the population from which the sample was taken drawn. The following formula is used to compute the “t”
val ue between two means.

Analysis and Interpretation of Data

Thisstudy employsaquantitative approach and requiresanalysis of dataacquired usng TASTIE - SA
inaccordancewith established standards. The process of interpretation invol ves categorizing and tabulating
information, provides a comprehensive picture of the study on teachers’ attitudes towards inclusive education
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a thedementary level. Thisstudy analyzesand interpretsdatausng Satistical techniquessuchasMean, SD.,
and T-Tests. The findings are discussed in relation to the study’s objectives, leading to conclusions and
recommendations

Hypotheses Testing

1. Thereisdgnificant difference between the Primary and Upper Primary School teacherstowards Sarva
ShikshaAbhiyan

2. Thereissignificant difference between the attitude of rural and urban Primary and Upper Primary
School teacherstowards Sarva ShikshaAbhiyan.

3. Thereissignificant difference between the attitude of male and femal e primary and upper primary
School teacherstowards Sarva ShikshaAbhiyan.

Objective 1: Tocomparethelevd of attitude of Primary and upper primary School teacherstowards
SarvaShikshaAbhiyan.

Hypothesis-1: Thereissignificant difference betweentheleve of attitude of teacher of Primary and
Upper Primary School teacherstowards Sarva ShikshaAbhiyan.

Table02
S.no | Level of Teacher’s Attitude | N | Percentage (%)
1 | Extremely Favourable 9 09
2 | Most Favourable 25 25
3 | Above Average favourable 42 42
4 | Moderate Attitude 22 22
5 | Below Average Unfavourable | 2 02
6 | Most Unfavourable 0 00
7 | Extremely Unfavourable 0 00
(Source: Primary Data)
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Fromtable02and graph 2: Teachers’ attitudes toward inclusive learning, total scores were divided
into seven categories. Extremely Favourable, Most Favourable, Above Average Favourable, Moderate
Attitude, Below AverageAttitude, Most UnfavourableAttitude, and Extremely Unfavourabl eAttitude.
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Thestudy found that 42.00% of instructorshave an above-averagefavourabl edtitudetowardsinclusive
education, with 25.00% having the most favourabl e attitude towardsinclus on. In contrast, 22.00% of primary
and upper primary school teachers have amoderate attitude towardsinclusive education, whilejust 1.36%
have anegativeattitude (below theaverage). Themgority of primary school instructors support theinclusion
of studentswith specid needs.

Thus hypothesisthereissignificant difference between theleve of attitude of teacher of Primary and
Upper Primary School teacherstowards Sarva ShikshaAbhiyan has been regjected.

Objective02: To comparetheattitude of rural and urban primary and upper primary School teachers
towards Sarva ShikshaAbhiyan.

Hypothesis02: Thereissignificant difference between the attitude of rural and urban primary and
upper primary School teacherstowards Sarva ShikshaAbhiyan.

Table03: Mean Standard, deviation and t-ratio for testing the significant differencein theAttitude of rural
and urban Elementary school teacherstowards sarvashikshaabhiyan

Teachers N | Mean | SD |SEd| D.F t
Rural school teachers 50 | 123.24 | 7.79
Urban school teachers | 50 | 125.45 | 856 | 1.25 | 98 | 1.79

(Source: Primary Data)

Graph3
140
1201
1001 =
80 . | @ Rural school
teachers
601 M Urban school
teachers
40
201
0.. : —
N S.D D.F

Themean scoreand standard deviation for rura school teachersare 123.24 and 7.79, whereasurban
school teachershave 125.45 and 8.56, respectively. The estimated result hasastandard deviation of 1.24
andat-vaueof 1.79. Insgnificant at the0.01 and 0.05 level sof significance. Thereisno substantial variation
in attitudestowards Sarva ShikshaA bhiyan among e ementary school teachersin rura and urban aress.

Obj ective 03: To comparetheattitude of maleand female primary and upper primary School teachers
towards Sarva ShikshaAbhiyan.

Hypothesis03: Thereissignificant difference betweenthe attitude of male and female Elementary
School teacherstowards Sarva ShikshaAbhiyan.

Table 04: Mean Standard, deviation and t-ratio for testing the significant differencein theAttitude of male

and fema e Elementary school teacherstowards sarvashikshaabhiyan
Teachers N | Mean | SD |SEd| D.F t

Male Teacher 50 | 104.57 | 1358 | 2.47 | 198 | 3.75

Female Teacher | 50 | 113.81 | 10.89

(Source: Primary Data)
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Maleinstructors had amean score of 104.57 and a standard deviation of 13.58 (N=50), whereas

female teachers had a mean of 113.81 and a standard deviation of 10.89. The calculated value’s standard
error of differencefromthemeanis2.47, and thet-valueis 3.75. Significant at the 0.01 and 0.05 level s of
sgnificance. Maeand fema e e ementary school teachershave significantly different attitudesregarding the
SarvaShikshaAbhiyan.

Major Findings

1.

It has been found that:

The study’s findings found that over half of the instructors (42.00%) have an above-average favourable
attitudetowardindusiveeducation, with 25.00% having thehighest favourabl eattitudetoward inclusion.
Ontheother hand, 22.00% of primary teachers have amoderate attitude, whilejust 02.00% have a
bel ow-average unfavourabl e attitude toward inclusi ve education. It demonstratesthat the mgjority of
primary school teachershave apositive or favourable attitude toward the Sarva ShikshaAbhiyan.
Thereisno significant difference between the attitude of rural and urban primary and upper primary
School teacherstowards Sarva ShikshaAbhiyan

Thereissignificant difference between the attitude of male and female Primary and Upper Primary
School teacherstowards Sarva ShikshaAbhiyan.

Educational Implications

Thefinding of study suggest that attitude of half of primary and upper primary level teacherstowards

SSAismost favourable. Based on the study’s findings and limitations, we recommend the following educational

implications

> Improving school circumstances at the elementary level can positively impact rural teachers’ attitudes
towards Sarva ShikshaA bhiyan and theteaching profession, leading to higher learning outcomes.

> Improved service conditionsfor rura e ementary school teacherscan lead to grester optimism towards
the Sarva ShikshaAbhiyan program. Less experienced teachers can benefit from additiona academic
andingtitutiona assistance, leading to apodtiveattitudetowardsteaching.

> Youngingructorsshould beencouraged to bemorediligent and commit moretimeto saf-devel opment.
DIETscanadinthisprocess. All teachers, particul arly those with fewer experienceand qudifications,
should have additiona opportunitiesfor in-servicetraining.

»  SarvaShikshaAbhiyan emphasizesuniversal education, thusrura € ementary school teachersshould

beaigned with thispurpose.
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>

“Itis time for higher education institutions to address the issue of alienation from other levels of education
and theneed for diteinvolvement in the educational process. They must become more adaptable by
implementing amore democratic manner of functioning. Thisprocesshasto beinitiated by designing
proper ways to play their crucial role in universalization of Elementary education.”

Suggestions for Further Research

Thescopeof thisresearch project waslimited in avariety of ways. Asaresult, thefollowing suggestions

for future research may be made:

»  Similar research can be undertaken on bigger samplesfrom different districtsand States.

»  Other psychological variables, such asjob satisfaction, teacher effectiveness, burnout, and job stress,
can beused in study to predict attitudestowardsteaching.

»  Research can beconducted on the usefulness of in-service teacher education programsin enhancing
teachers’ personality and performance.

> Analyze students’ perceptions of rural elementary school instructors on Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and
their performance.

>  Future research could explore rural elementary school teachers’ perceptions of the Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyananditsinterventions.

»  Toimprovethequality of education at theelementary level, it isnecessary to conduct acomprehensive
evaluation of school effectivenessusng teacher, student, and infrastructureindicators.
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