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Abstract

Chhattisgarh  has always been
acknowledged for its outstanding and unbiased
ORIGINAL ARTICLE Hindi journalism. However, English journalismhas
also been here, albeit not in the thick of things,
thanks to the initiatives taken by some of the very
committed and knowledgeable journalists. Some
of the journalists from the subsegquent generation
have been al so contributing to English journalism
apart fromtheir contribution to Hindi Journalism.
Thesejournalists had been working and reporting
for almost all the established National English
Dailiessincethe early 70s. After the formation of

. Author Chhattisgarh as a separ ate state, more and more
Vibhash Kumar Jha : . .
. . English newspapers like Hindustan Times, The
Assstant Professor , Journaism Department . : .
) Pioneer, The Times of India and Metro India have
Agrasen Mahavidydaya

started their edition fromRaipur. 1nthischanged
scenario, a study of the growth prospects of
English dailies must be done.

Raipur, Chhattisgarh, INDIA
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Introduction

Thefirst daily English newspaper MADHYA PRADESH CHRONICLE wasstartedin Raipurin 1974.
Thiswastheventure of thewell-known Hindi newspaper group NAVA BHARAT. Actualy, the paper was
already being published from Bhopal and another edition of the samewas planned from Raipur in the 80s,
THE HITAVADA aso started its bureau in Rai pur to cater to the English readershipinthisregion. It had a
fairly good circulation aswell. But after the formation of Chhattisgarh, more and more English newspapers
like Hindustan Times, The Pioneer, The Times of India, and Metro Indiahave started their edition from
Raipur. Thereforeastudy of the growing prospects needsto bedone.

After seeingthetrendinthelast 20 yearsor so, it isquite evident that Englishjournaismisgrowingin
Chhattisgarh and It has got good prospects. Chhattisgarh has got tremendous scopefor English newspapers
inthecomingyears. Itisbelieved that the new generationwould proveto bethemain target readersof English
newspapers. Circulation-wiseEnglish newspaperswill grow but not inthousand asisseenin Hindi newspapers.

Research Methodology

Heretwo newspapers CENTTRAL CHRONICLE and THE HITAVADA havebeen chosen for study.
For doing thequalitative research of theoverd| layout, content, variety of subjectsand news presentation the
toolstaken hereare- Interviews, schedules, and observation methods have been primarily used in this studly.
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Apart fromthis, acontent analys shasa so been done on the basi s of one-month newsitemstakenin October
2022 from both newspapers.

Data Collection

Primarily thedatafor this study has been collected from primary sources. Retired Editorsof English
dailieswere contacted and some professiona's, who are known askeen readersof English dailies, wereaso
includedinthisligt, to evauatethe prospects of Englishjournalismin Chhattisgarh.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE

CENTRAL CHRONICLE istheoldest English newspaper, printed and publishedin Raipur. Basicaly,
itisowned by thefamousHindi Daily NavaBharat Group. It wasstarted in 1974. Sincethen many renowned
journalists have worked here and tried to introduce English readership through their report writings and
occasiond comments. Fromthe Centrd Chronicle Editoria family, Govind Ld Voraand Ramesh Nayyar are
the two veteran journalists, who are still alive and active as well. “Although English readership in the early days
of Chroniclewasnot very biginnumber. However, astime progressed, Central Chronicledid makeitsmark and
even now it is a respectable English Daily, giving good amount of local and regional news”, they both claim.
THE HITAVADA

Founded by (the late) Shri Gopal Krishna Gokhale in 1911, The Hitavada has been Central India’s
largest-selling English daily newspaper for decades. It isone of the oldest newspapersin Indiaand was
launched with the specific aim of serving thegreat strugglefor Independencefrom dien rule. Thefortunesof
The Hitavadafortunes changed for the better when Shri Banwarilal Purohit took over themanagementinlate
1978 from Shri Vidyacharan Shuklawho headed the Progressive Writers and Publishersand revived the
defunct publication. After that, The Hitavadahas seen only an upward curve of growth and progress. It now
boastsfour editions-- a Nagpur, Jaba pur, Rai pur, and thefourth fledgling one at Bhopa . Under theleadership
of Shri Banwarila Purohit asManaging Editor, Shri RgjendraPurohit as Publisher, and Shri Vijay Phanshikar
asEditor, TheHitavadahas grown from strength to strength in the past three decades.

Editors speak
Pradeep Chaturvedi - (Retired Exe. Editor- CENTRAL CHRONICLE) - Theinitia daysof English
Journalism were predominantly that of trandation. However, during thelast 15 years, theorigina reporting

hasincreased. After theformation of state, readership hasalsoincreased. Theyoung reportersaredoinga
commendablejobinorigina writing. Hencethe prospect of Englishjournaismisbright.

Joseph John (Asst Editor, TheTimesof India) - Inthelast 20 yearsor so, thereadership hasincreased.
However, the mistakesin language are evident and need to berectified. Prospectsaregood. Initialy, the
newsagenciesusedto provide newsitemsin English, thejourndistsused to trand aetheitemsand hence their
presentation had origindity.

Shivanand Shukla (Chief Editor- VISION WATCH) - Therewas always aneed for good quality
English Daily in Chhattisgarh. Sincethe state'sformation, the readershipisincreasing public Schoolsand
professiona colleges, Engineering, Medica Management, and other institutesare our target readers. Weare
confident with every coming year thecirculationwill increasefurther.

Sujit Kumar (Editor, THE PIONEER) - Ever sincethenationa English Daily HINDUSTAN TIMES
had to shut down its operation and publishing from Rai pur, theneed to fulfill that ggpwasdwaysfdt. SOTHE
PIONEER might just fill that gap and emerge asanew national daily. Thereadership survey, that our group
conducted, showsafair indication of growthin thissector.

Reader ssay

Manish Pilliwar - (Architect)- Previously we used to underlinealot of spelling mistakesin English
Dailiesfrom Chhattisgarh. Now thistrend ischanging for the better. Black and White paperswerethere.
Now the resources and technol ogy haveimproved many thingsincluding the presentation.
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Tgpal Hanspal (Engineer & MediaProfessional)- | used to subscribeto THE PIONEER about 15
years back, toimprove my English. Gradualy | looked at other newspapersalso. Now THE PIONEER has
cometoRaipur. Thisisagoodsignfor al of us.

Neeraj Singh (Management professional)- Even when the Timesof Indiadid not havean editor, it
used to get huge advertisementsfrom Chhattisgarh. Thisa ready provesthe point that thereisagood scope
for English Daily in Chhattisgarh.

Dipika Sharma (Hostel Warden at NIT)- | aways had adream to learn English. | usedto goto
Coaching Ingtitutea so for thispurpose. Now | find somequality English Dailiesin Chhattisgarh. Thisisquite
encouraging for meand my friends.

Soumya Raghuvir (Teacher in Delhi Public School)- | have alwaysfelt that moreand more English
Dailiesshould comeout for Chhattisgarh. Thiswill improvetheoverall performance of the studentsinthe
nationa arena. With more such schoolsthecirculation will a soincrease definitely.

Nilesh Desai (Professional photographer)- | find English dailiesmore suitablefor photography. They
carry big photographswith clarity. THE HINDU isknown for its beautiful photographs. | hopethe English
Dalliesin Chhattisgarh will also concentrate on thisaspect. Thiswill dso hepincreasethecirculation.

Content Analysis

Apart from theandysisof the statusand growth of English dailiesinthe Raipur digtrict of Chhattisgarh,
asmdl exerciseof content analysishasa so been done, in an attempt to examinethe presentation and sdection
newsand the prioritiesof thetwo selected newspapersi.e.- Central Chronicleand TheHitavada. Thetota
number of newsand thetopicscovered in theseitems have been shown inthetableshere-

Particular Loca News | Statelevel News | Nationa News | Internationa News
Centrd Chronicle 80 72 214 242
The Hitavada 58 51 354 305
Difference +22 +21 -140 -63

(Source: Primary Data)
Presentation of Newsin Central Chronicle and TheHitavadain Neerin Bar.

The chart and tableindicateimportant points:

1. Centra Chronicle hasgiven moreimportanceto loca and state news, while The Hitavadahasgiven
sgnificancetothenationd andinternationdl.

2. Central Chronicle has20 pages, while The Hitavadahas 24 pages.

3. Central Chroniclehasspecialy targeted local and state-level readers, while The Hitavada has been
established asanationa daily, sothosewho wish to read The Hitavada, will be expecting nationa and
international news inthat newspaper, evenif it givesfewer numbersof loca and state news

4. Centrd Chronicleeditorid think-tank knowsthat itisnot, and it cannever be, a par with The Hitavada
and other nationd dailies, like Timesof Indiawhich hasstartedits publication in Raipur only two years
back.

5. Centrd Chronicleisconcentrating moreonits presentation and good language. Thishasbeenamajor
lacking previoudly. The Hitavadais concentrating moreon literary writing and columnsto engageits
readers.

6. BothCentra Chronicleand TheHitavadahave many factors, which need toimproveether if they have
to establish as readers’ favorite English Daily. Central Chronicle needs to carry field-based stories,
while The Hitavadaneedsto bemorelocal in newsselection.

7. Thetwo newspaperswill haveto compete with Vision Watch and The Pioneer. So the sel ection of
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news, inthesetwo Dailies comparatively should be observed and the number of items can also be
increased.

Conclusion

Thisresearch givesthefollowingfindings, which cameafter anayzing thedataand talkingto the Ediitors,

English newspaper readers, and professional s, who wish to see both these newspapers run successfully:

1. Thereisafairly good scope for English newspapers in Chhattisgarh, The editors, readers, and
professionashave confirmed thisintheir opinion.

2. Thisscopehasincreased substantially after theformation of aseparate state.

3. TheEnglishmediumand Public Schools, dongwiththe Professond collegesandinditutesof Engineering,
Medicd, Dentd, Management, Information Technol ogy, Agriculture, Pharmacy, Physiotherapy, Nursing,
Hotel Management, and Tourism are promoting the readership of English newspapers.

4. The population migrated from Southern and Eastern India- i.e. Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Odisha,
AndhraPradesh, Karnataka, M aharashtra, and other states (where English readership of newspapers
isvery much), isalso hdpingthecirculation of English Dailiesin Chhattisgarh. Thiswill further incresse,
according to the editors, readers, and professiona sthemsel ves.

5. Withthelaunching of many other English Dailieslike TIMES OF INDIA, intherecent past, the
competition hasincreased further and thiswould boost thecirculation of al the English Dailies

Suggestion

1. Thelanguageshould be perfect and there should be no grammatica mistakes.

2. Thepaper usedfor printing should be substantialy white, to ensurethat the printed text isreadable. It
also improves the overall ook of the newspaper and gives good resultsin the printing of colour
photographs.

3. Inthemodern ageof technol ogy, information from acrossthe globe should beincorporated, depending
upon the demand of Englishreaders.

4. Interactive activities should be done to keep the readers intact. Through READERS’ CLUB, QUIZ

COMPETITION, and SHARING OF LIBRARY.

These are some key suggestionsto be followed by English newspapersin order to improve their

readershipandoverdl quality.
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