ISSN : 2583-3189 (E), 2583-0775 (P)
Year-02, Volume-02, |ssue-04

AMOGHVARTA

Kumar Mangal Singh, Dr. Ashok Kumar Singh
Page No. 166 - 170

AMOGHVARTA
ISSN : 2583-3189

Amoghvarta

A Covid-19 Study and itsI mpact on theTourism Industry in Bihar

ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Authors
Kumar Mangal Singh
Research Scholar
P.G Department of Commerce
and BusinessM anagement
Veer Kunwar Singh University,
Ara, Bihar, INDIA

and

Dr.Ashok Kumar Singh

Abstract

The most deadly “Corona virus” has
destroyed civilisation around the globe. Many of
the folks have lost both their lives and their jobs.
Bihar has firsthand knowledge of people moving
in search of work. The covid epidemic has
disrupted all aspectsof society, including economics
and physical health. Because of their choice,
Bihar’s trade and tourism industries were severely
impacted by the unexpected lockdown. This
catastrophic *“Covid-19”” pandemic has destroyed
all commercial endeavours and entire industries.
Financial crisisisathreat to the tourismindustry
as well. In January 2021, international visitor
arrivals fell by 87%, according to a report on
tourismaround theworld.In India, Bihar holdsthe
30th and 8th positionsin terms of local and foreign
tourists, respectively. Wth the aid of secondary
sources, this study has attempted to determine the
impact of the Covid pandemic onthe Bihar tourism
industry.
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Introduction

The first incidence of the dangerous virus

Covid-19 was reported in China’s Wuhan city, where
it wasrecently identified asacoronavirus. Thevirusspreadsprimarily by nasal dischargeor spittledroplets

produced when aninfected person coughs or sneezes. The World Hedlth Organi sation (WHO) declared this
epidemic aworldwide disease on March 11th, 2020. Following that, many nations, including India, closed
their socio-economic and culturd institutionswith the exception of thoserel ated to essentia services. The
Covid-19 epidemic hasbecomeasignificant problem for theentire planet. In India, the Covid-19 outbreak
began in January 2020.Many experts and researchersfelt that alockdown should beimposedinIndiaat the
beginning of the First Wave. Given the ambiguity, it was decided to seize it. The Covid-19’s consequences
and their impact on people’s livelihoods must now be understood. The Covid-19 virus is changing very
quickly and harming thelungs and immune system of the human body, according to certain specialistsand
researchers, making the Second Wave of Covid-19, which began at the beginning of May monthin 2021,
moredevastating than thefirst. Afterwards In an effort to stop the spread of Covid-19, theIndian Government
imposed atwenty-one day nationwidelockdown on March 24.

MarchtoMay 2023 www.amoghvarta.com \mpact Factor 166
A Double-blind, Peer-reviewed & Referred, Quarterly, Multidiciplinary and SJIF (2023): 5.062
Bilingual Research Journal



ISSN : 2583-3189 (E), 2583-0775 (P) AMOGHVARTA Kumar Mangal Singh, Dr. Ashok Kumar Singh
Year-02, Volume-02, |ssue-04 Page No. 166 - 170

India’s Second Wave of the Corona Pandemic is significantly worse than anticipated, affecting about
four According to Government stati stics, athousand individua s perished every day, and asof May 28, 2021,
therewere approximately 23 lakh, 43 thousand, and 132 active cases. When the second wave was moving,
the inadequate infrastructure is also demonstrated by the complete collapse of the nation’s financial and
hedlthcare systems. Any country must prioritisethe devel opment and mai ntenance of extensive public health
infrastructure. Following the Second Wave of Corong, expertsareanaysing the severity of the Third Wave of
Covid pandemic, whichismorelikdy to affect young children a asignificant scale. Inlight of this, management
must pay attentionto thiscircumstance. Theonly way to stop thispandemiciswith vaccinations.

A 38-year-old man who tested positivefor Covid-19 and wasthefirst patient wasthefirst case of
Covid-19 to be recorded in the Indian state of Bihar on March 22, 2020, in Munger. To Qatar, he had
aready travelled. Intota, 62,031 cases have been confirmed by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfareas
of August 4th, 2020, including 20,922 active cases, 349 fatalities, and 40,760 recoveries. 38 districtsin the
state have been affected by thevirus, with Patnadistrict having the most cases. Asof March 25, 2020, the
stateisinlockdown. Asmigrant workersand numerousres dents of Bihar who had been imprisoned in other
partsof the country returned to the Sate, the state started noticing adight decreasein the number of Covid-19
cases. Global healthissuesand financia concernsare being caused by the Covid-19 pandemic. Asaresult of
internationa trave restrictions, including the dosing of many bordersto contain theillness, thetourismindustry
isamong theworst-affected sectors of the economy.

According tothemost recent United Nations\World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) World Tourism
Barometer, international tourist arrivals (overnight visitors) declined by 72% in January—December 2020
compared to thesame period in 2019 and have since continued to fal. Thisdecline hasbeen hampered by the
Covid-19 pandemic’s still-in-effect severe travel restrictions, slow virus containment, and low traveller
confidence. If In comparisonto thesameperiod last year, therewere 900 millioninternational tourist arrivals
inthefirst ten monthsof thisyear, leadingin a$935 billionlossin foreign tourism export. revenues, morethan
tentimesthelossbrought on by the globa economic crisisin 2009. ArrivalsinAsiaand the Pacific decreased
by 82 percent during the months of January and December 2020. In the Middle East, there was a 73%
decline, whileinAfrica, therewas a69% declinethroughout this 10-month period. BothintheAmericasand
Europe, the number of foreign visitors decreased by 68 percent. The predicted declinein tourismwill cost
approximately onebilliontouristsand 1.1 trillion dollarsinlost revenuein 2020. Thisdeclineininternationa
travel might causeaglobal financid lossof morethan 2 trilliondollarsin 2019.

Review of Literature

Accordingto G.S. Batiaand AS Chawla’s (2003) study, “The Economic Importance of Tourism in
the National Economy,” With regard to its contribution to job creation, tourism can be valued. It might be
considered a key driver in reactivating the nation’s underutilised resources. The richness of our country is not
what weexport inthiscommerce; rather, what we offer isavision that will draw moreand morepeopleto our
country and itsattractions. It a so examinesthe most recent devel opmentsin Indian tourism advertising.
According to thereport, in recent years, focus has shifted from product destinationsto potential tourist
destinations.

Accordingto Honey and Gilpin’s (2009) Thetourism industry hasasi gnificant impact on economic
development since the growth of a tourist destination draws commerce, paper, “Tourism in the Developing
World”. This essay also explains how difficult it is for us to generate income from tourism.The Covid-19
pandemicisthe greatest threat any country has ever faced, asinternal and international travel hasgreatly
decreased.

Accordingto Rajeev Singh Chandd, Shruti Kanga, and Suraj Kumar Singh (2020), who declare
this in their research publication “Impact of Covid-19 on tourism sector: a case study of Rajasthan, India.”
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impacted by up to 45% in 2020, which is the equivalent of losing four months’ worth of travel. The sector that
generatesthemost money istourism, but because of the pandemic, it hasalow level.

Objectives of the Sudy
»  Tounderstand how the Covid-19 Pandemic has affected Bihar’s tourism industry.
»  Tomakesuggestionsfor solutionstoissuesand obstacles.

M ethodology

Thedataused inthis study originatesfrom secondary sources. Theinformation wasgathered froma
variety of onlinesources, including websites, Wikipedia, the Bihar State Tourism Devel opment Corporation
(BSTDC), research papers, journds, articles, newspapers, and theannud report of theBihar Tourism Department.

Tourist Places in Bihar

Bothintellectual and Bodh Gaya, Nawada, NalandaUniversity, Rajgir, Pawapuri, Patna, Vaishali,
Sasaram, West Champaran, Darbhanga, Begusarai, Bhaga pur, Kaimur, Rahtas and many other sitesare
popular tourist destinationsin Bihar. In addition to this, Bihar ishometo numerous morereligioustourism
destinationsthat have served as pilgrimage destinationsfor travellersfrom throughout Indiaand the globe.
Examplesof world heritage are Bodh Gayaand Na andaUniversity. With athreethousand year long history,
Bihar isone of the oldest inhabited regionsin theworld. Numerous ancient monumentsdotted throughout
Bihar serve as evidence of the state’s rich culture and heritage. Numerous tourist attractions can be found in
Bihar, which attractslots of visitorsfrom around the globe. One of thelongest bridgesin theworld, the
MahatmaGandhi Setuin Patna, and Golghar, afamouslandmark worldwide, areboth located there.

»  Buddhigt Circuit, where the Buddha supposedly attai ned enlightenment under the sacred Bodhi tree,
haslong been apopular destination for thosewho cometo worship. The charming M ahabodhi temple,
which UNESCO had listed asaWorld Heritage Site. Bihar isal so hometo theK esaria Stupa, which
isthetalest of the Buddhist stupasthat have been discovered.

»  Therearenumerous mosques, dargas, and graves a ong the Sufi Circuit that have evolved into Sufi
pilgrimage sites. Two notable symbols that ought to be on every tourist’s itinerary are the magnificent
Sher Shah Suri and Maner Sharif tombs.

»  Circuit Skhtheninth Guru, Guru Tegh Bahadur, wasthefather of Guru Gobind Singh, thetenth Guru
of the Sikh religion, who wasbornin Patnaon December 22, 1666. At the site of hisbirth, Patnais
hometo the magnificent Takht Sri Harmandir J Gurudwara. Hefounded the Sikh fighting group known
as the Khalsa in 1699, which is among his noteworthy contributions to Sikhism. Some of Guru Gobind’s
life events are remembered in other gurudwaras. These gurudwaras are not only important Sikh
pilgrimagesites, but aso fantastic placesfor touriststo explore.

> Anyone who learns about Nalanda University’s history as the birthplace of the first residential international
university of theworld during atimewhen the mgority of other nationsweredtill intheir early stages of
devel opment isinspired. Even now, theremnantsof that illustrious past continueto enthral the present.

> Tigers are one of the world’s threatened species, and the Valmiki Wildlife Reserve is their safe haven.

The areafeaturesatremendously rolling scenery made up of abrupt risesand deep ridgeswith lush

greenforest all around. It islocated at the cradle of Himalayan outmost ranges, the Shivalik range.

Reservefor TigersinVamiki Nagar.

»  Only 25kilometresfrom Bhabuaisthe superb little secret natural wonder known asKarkat Gadh
Waterfdl, whichisstuated onthelovely Kaimur Mount onthe border between Bihar and Up. Visitors
travel fromdl around the state and nearby areasto thispopul ar Bihar vacation spot to seethe breathtaking
beauity of Mother Nature pouring magnificently.

Impact of Covid-19 Pandemic on Tourism Industry of Bihar
Millionsof peoplein Bihar have hadtheir livesdisrupted by Covid-19, and many havedied asaresult.
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their means of subsistence, employment, and income-generating prospects, which hasresulted inamajor
humanitarian catastrophe. The Covid-19 pandemic has had an influence ontheworld, posing athreat to
global health, socio-economic and financia crisis. Thetravel and tourism industries are among the most
severely impacted, with worldwide demand plummeting asaresult of trave restrictionsaround theworld,
including thecdlosing of severd bordersto containtheillness. TheUnited World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO)
estimates that the tourism sector contributed approximately 9% of the global GDP overall, but Covid-19°s
negdtiveeffectshavedtered theentirelandscapeof thesector. Additiondly, internationd tourigt arriva s (overnight
visitors) decreased by 72% from January to December 2020 compared to the same periodin 2019.

The expansion of Bihar’s tourism industry has a significant impact on the state’s economy;, social structure,
and cultural landscape. Additionally, asource of local employment creation and the acquisition of foreign
currency. When compared to other Indian states, Bihar isone of themoreindustrialy backward states. The
tourist industry in Bihar hasenormous potentia and might help the state become devel oped. But therewasa
lockdown everywhereintheworld asaresult of the Covid-19 pandemic effect. Thetourist activitiesweredl
shut down. The In two years, the tourist sector and its supporting industries—including the lodging sector, the
transportation industry, and travel & tour agencies—were severely impacted. nearly all types of economic
activity came to an end, and the people’s means of income were also cut off. A newspaper and media source
clamsthat the Bihar tourism industry haslost nearly Rs 10,000 crorein vaue. Currently, the stateishometo
more than 500 tour operators, about 2000 small and largetravel agencies, and morethan 5000 travellers. In
addition to this, the stateishometo more than 1000 small and large hotel s, directly employing more than
100000 people. Peopleinvolvedin thetourismindustry, both directly and indirectly, have been sufferingfrom
asevereeconomic crisisasaresult of the coronapandemic. The Covid-19 outbreak hasalmost completely
destroyed thetourismindustry.

According to the Bihar State Tourism Department, the number of domestic touristsand foreign tourists
who arrived in Bihar in 2015 was 2 crore 80 lakh 29 thousand 1 hundred 18 and 9 lakh 23 thousand 7
hundred 37, respectively. Two billion eighty five million sixteen thousand one hundred twenty-seven domestic
travellersvisited in 2016, compared to ten million ten thousand five hundred thirty-one overseastravellers.
The number of domestic tourists climbed to 3 crore 24 |akh 14 thousand 63 in 2017 whilethe number of
foreigntouristsincreased to 10 lakh 82 thousand 7 hundred five. 3 crore 36inthefollowing year (2018) The
number of domestic visitorsto Bihar climbed to 3 crore 39 lakh 38 until 2019, whilethe number of foreign
visitorsincreased to 10 1akh 87 thousand 9 hundred seventy one. 1 crore 93 thousand one hundred forty-one
foreign visitors. If you carefully examine these table numbers, it becomes clear that Bihar’s tourism sector was
expanding quickly and that the number of visitorstherewas cons stently rising. But in 2020, Dueto the effects
of the Coronapandemic, thisnumber has significantly decreased. Only 56 lakh 44 thousand 5 hundred 24
domestictouristsand 3 1akh 8 thousand 80 foreign touristswere present.

Table1: Total Number of TouristsVisited in Bihar from 2001 to 2020
Year  Domedtictourists| Foreigntourists | Tota no. tourists
2016 2,8516127 10,10531 2,95,26,658
2017 3,2414063 10,82705 3,34,96,768
2018 3,3621613 10,87971 3,47,09,584
2019 3,3900038 1,093141 3,5083179
2020 5644524 308080 59,52,604
[Source: Bihar Tourism department Official Website (Bihartourism.gov.in/data.html)]

Finding

Ascan beseen from theabovetabl e, the Covid-19 outbresk has utterly decimated the tourism business.

For the past two years, there has been no tourism activity. sincethe pandemic The prospect of afinancia
crisisispresent inindustry. People are currently not leaving their homesto travel asaresult. Thetourism
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sector asawholeisadversdly affected by this. Theoveral number of visitorsthat entered Bihar in 2019 was
3,5083179, however the Coronapandemic caused that number to drop to 5952604 in 2020. Between 2019
and 2020, fewer domestic and international touristsvisited the state. Thiswas asignificant declinefromthe
perspective of tourists’ arrival, which directly affected the lives of those directly and indirectly involved in the
tourismindustry, and their economic Situation becamevery precarious.

Conclusion

Theworld hasindeed been decimated by the Coronavirus. Dueto this, economic activity has ceased
andthequdlity of lifefor people hasdrastically decreased. It istruethat many individua shave abruptly lost
their jobs as a result of Covid-19 and its detrimental effects on Bihar’s economic situations. Along with the
tourismindustry in Bihar, other bus nesseshave dso suffered grestly.

Suggestions

The study’s findings allow for the following recommendations to be made by observing The tourism business

inBiharisnow facing chalenges, hencesomecrucid initiativesareneeded to boost the sector thereinclude:

To strictly abide by the Government’s Covid-19 regulations when visiting a tourist destination.

Extrasanitizer and mask distribution on tourist spotsfor visitors.

Pay extra attention to everyday cleanliness in Bihar’s tourism destinations.

Another significant concernrelating to tourismisvisitor safety. Consequently, givethesecurity of the

touristsspecia consideration.

Convenient tourism routes must al so be cregated.

In addition, there should be appropriateinfrastructurefor trangportation resourcessuch arports, railway

stations, bus stops, and metrorail stations.

» Inaddition, there should be sufficient infrastructure for transportation hubsincluding airports, train
stations, bus stops, and metrorail stations.

»  Thereisaneed to distinguish between different aspects of tourismin order to revitalise the sector.
Additiondly, it must be expanded and widely disseminated among tourists.

»  Thetourismsector in Bihar needsto regainitseconomicfooting. Therefore, significant effortsmust be
made to promote the state’s new and undeveloped tourist destinations as well as draw in domestic and
internationd vigtors
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