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Salience of 20th National Congressof CCP

Abstract

“Resolving the Taiwan question is a matter
for the Chinese, which must be resolved by the
Chinese.” Xi Jinping!

Xi in his speech had christened seven
sectors as ‘emerging strategic industries’ that
arecentral tothisopportunity. Those are next-
generation information technology; artificial
intelligence; biotechnology; new energy; new
materials; high-end equipment; and green
industry, which needsrenewed focusin the next
decade. Theoverall tenor of the20th Congress
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Choudhary Charan Singh University, The 20th National Congress of the Chinese
Meerut, Uttar Pradesh, INDIA Communist Party (CCP), commonly referredto as

Ershi D&, unlocked in Beijing on 16 October 2022
and culminated on 22 October 2022. The CCP Congress endorsed the membership list of the Central
Commissionfor Discipline Ingpection and e ected the 20th Central Committee of the CCP. Thisisonesuch
exercisethat takesplacetwicein adecadeand fillsinfor theelection frenzy in democracies.

The Great Hall of the People, was surrounded by party veterans, the oldest being 105-year-old, Song
Ping. Xi amidst this august gathering, presented his vision of endurance with focussing on China’s growth and
moving towardsamodern society.

Account of Last Decade

Xi Jinping, walked into the portalsof The Great Hall of the People, Beijing, to give out thereport card
of last 10 yearsand put forth hisvisionfor thenext fiveyearsand the coming decade. With over 104 minutes
of hismesmerising speech, rolled out the story for thefor the next decade. Whiletherewereclichesinthe
entire speech, however, Xi glorified the party’s accomplishments under his tutelage, over the last decade.
Herearesix major key takeaways, covered asunder:-
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Xi highlighted the successstory of poverty dleviation of nearly 100 million peoplesince histerm began
in2012. In addition, hisability to overcomethe menace of corruption in the decade-long anti-corruption
campaign, inwhich nearly 5 million Communist cadresare under investigation for probity issues.?

Economic Growth Engine

Xi’s spoke of the huge inequality gap, with a promise to step up regulation on income distribution and
wesdl th accumul ation. K eepingin mind therestrictions on Chinese technol ogy manufacturing, Xi reiterated the
countrymen for the innovation in key technological areas to “achieve greater self-reliance”.

But Xi’s strict “Zero Covid Policy” has been instrumental in bringing down some kind of economic
impact and is likely to act as an impediment to the drivers of China’s economic growth. It has not only kept
China’s borders sealed whereas the rest of the world opened up again, but the frequent lockdowns have
impacted the industry in amajor way. Despite al this, he lauded that the Party has ensured saving and
protecting thelivesof Chinesefromthegreatest pandemic of our lifetime.

End to Corruption

Xi’s crackdown on corruption campaign resulted in millions of officials being investigated, and many
senior officiasbeing either punished or put injail ongraft charges. Xi in hisspeech highlighted thewar against
the “war against corruption is likely to continue on a scale unprecedented in our history.”

He ensured through his decade-long anti-corruption campaign, inwhich nearly 5 million Communist
cadres were put through the scanner and under investigation for financial impropriety. Xi exemplified that “As
long as the conditions are rife for corruption, the fight against dishonesty will not stop even for amoment.”

Under standing Foreign Policy

Itisunderstandabl e that most of the such speechesthe usud audienceisdomestic, hence Xi without
mentioning any individual nation, did talk about her relationship with Russiaand the progressof Ukrainewar
anditslikely outcomes.*

What isgpparentisthat Chinainal probability, islikely to continuewith an aggressveand anexpansonist
Foreign Policy, withthegrowing Globd foot print of Chinese. The Chineseinfluenceand her Comprehensive
National Power to shape the world opinion has significantly increased over the years. He said that “China was
confronted with radical vagariesinthegloba landscape, however, we have sustained firm strategic tenacity
and shown great fighting spirit.”

Heindirectly did mention that the contentiousissue of histenurewith respect to the Government policies
on the Uighur Muslims in Xinjiang Province is China’s internal issue. As per UN it is “Crime against Humanity,”
whichisfar fromthetruth.

Environment Preservation

Xi inhisspeech did spend sometimeon the biggest threat to humanity being the Climate Changeand
impact of Pollution. Chinaisdefinitely going to get impacted asit isendowed with dmaost 7 percent of global
water bodiesand 18.47 percent of world popul ation.

Chinahasinvested dmost $21 billioninimprovingtheair quality, including modernising 60,000 cod-
burning boilersand converting morethan 4,000 public busesto run on Compressed Natura Gas. Chinahas
pledged that they arelikely to peak carbon emission by 2030 and be acarbon neutral country by the year
2060. If Chinaissuccessful initsefforts, thiswould a one bring down around 0.2C to 0.3 degree Celsusfrom
global warming projections, thus enhancing the overall image of Xi Jinping, as the world’s most powerful and
impeactful leader.
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Xi undertook environmental protection and promoting green lifestyles. “We must remember to maintain
harmony between humanity and nature when planning our development.”

Risk Analysis

Crushing of Hong Kong pro-democracy movement was the high point of his term. It had achieved “a
major transition from chaos to governance.” He emphatically announced, that the order has been restored in
Hong Kong, marking aturn for the betterment for theregion and giving anindicative of thefuture, aswell.

“Taiwan Question” was covered a number of times in his two-hour long speech. While Xi did not
announce major changes in the Beijing’s long-term stance of seeking a “peaceful reunification” with Taiwan,
however, hemadeit clear, that use of forcewould be carried out, if necessary. Hewas quiteaggressiveishis
languagehighlighting theroleof USinmeddlinginto theissue® “Resolving the Taiwan question isa matter for
the Chinese, which must be resolved by the Chinese.” “Reunification” remained a requirement for Xi’s dream
of the “great rejuvenation” of the Chinese nation, which he aims to complete by 2049.

China has decreed the principle of *one-country, two systems’ (OCTS) to induce Taiwan to form part
of OCTS. Taiwan has been promi sed to keep itsautonomy in administration, if it merged with China, aspart
of OCTS, whichisoneof theunfinished agendaof Xi. The 1997 handing over of Hong Kong to Chinaby the
UK Government isatest casefor theworld, how the Chinese Communist Party has governed Hong Kong.

In hisspeech, Xi countered the global claimsthat Chinahas aways been an hegemonistic and an
expansionist power, thus implying that a ““strong” China is now merely engulfing the “weaker” countries.
Ukraine War hasfurther brought to foretheissue of stronger nationsforcibly occupy territory and acasein
point is Russia’s aggression in Ukraine, which co-incidentally happened immediately after Russian President
Vladmir Putin met Xi during the Beijing Winter Olympicsin February 2022,

United States (US) relationswith Chinahave deteriorated on account of the Trade War, US blocking
the accessto technology and to top it, the visits of senior American politicians. US House Speaker Nancy
Pdod visted theid andin 2020 and 2022, whichisbeing percaived by Chinaasgranting the Taiwan Government
with asemblance of recognition. Thishas compelled the Chinese Communist Party to block all theforces
opposing “Taiwan Reunification” and foreign interference.

In 2021 National People’s Congress had codified the new military modernisation goal to “ensure the
achievement of the 2027 centennial military building goal.” Besides being the centenary year, Xi also added
2027 as a short-term milestone for the modernisation of the armed forces. As per Taylor Fravel, China
Military Scholar, thisimpliesthat 2027 goal act asawaypoint for the 2035 informatisation goal asfar as
military modernisationisconcerned. Thus, thenext fiveyearsarecritica for PLA, and thecurrent CMC will
dictate the pace of China’s military reforms and determine the role of the PLA in the PRC’s regional conflicts
and disputes.

Xi stated that “The military power needs to be normalised and used in varied ways. China needs to
conduct military operations perhapsto create asecure environment, deter and control risksand conflictsor
even win regional wars.” In his speech, Xi encouraged the People’s Liberation Army and welcomed new
strategiesto achieveitsobjective of becoming aworld-classmilitary.

Future Military Strategy in the New Era

Xiannounced implementation of a ‘military strategy for the new era.” This is something Xi has been
laying emphasison, since 2019. It definesthe overall war principlesinthemediumtolong term. It laysdown
therapid evolution of warfare, to intelligentised warfare, whichison the horizon.” Thereport of the 20th
Congresslaid emphasison devel opment of unmanned intelligentised operationa capabilities. Thisaignswith
the Chinese Government’s significant efforts to train drone pilots, and may reflect the fact that the PLA’s
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leadership is determined to expand the use of dronesin future war. In addition, the report recommends
analysing the facets of informatised and intelligentised warfare and innovating ‘Military Strategic Guidance.’®
Thispropoundsthat despitethefervour for dronesasplatformsof thefuture, themilitary leadershipisyet to
set up adoctrinefor waging intelligentised warfare.

Prognosis for India

Asfar asIndia- Chinabordersare concerned, which isoft referred to as Northern Borders, atense
Military Stand Off likesituation isprevailing since 2020, particularly after the Galwan Clashes. Whilethere
has been aforward push on some of thefriction points, however the contentious and complex border issues
will continuetoremainin thefuturediscussions. It was a so observed thar PLA Commander at Galwan, who
got injuredinthe Black Swan Galwan Clashes, Commander Qi Fabao, happened to beinvited asadelegate
to the Congress. Theviolent clashes even featured as an image of the violent clashesin the lcy peaks of
Eastern Ladakh. Let us not forget 36 Strategem, that the Chinese follow, “Create noise in the East and strike
in the West.””9 China will always retain the element of surprise and will strike when least expected. Deng’s
wise investment of “Crossing the river by feeling the stones” has allowed Chinato absorb advanced technologies
of theWest to steadily building up itsown capabilitiesin awiderange of cutting-edgetechnologies, including
Artificid Intelligence, Quantum Computing, 5G and Robotics. Indiamust bewary of the economic chasm
which makes China less sensitive to India’s interests and exhibits a lower threshold of tolerance towards
India

Conclusion

Itisaknownfact that in CCP, mgjor politica and party decisions, which matter for the nation and the
world are not made in the Party Congress, but are decided much in advance at the backdoors. It isn’t always
clear what those decisionsmight be, until they becomeknown publicly to theworld, after having seenits
impact globdly. Thehistory of CCPisplagued with numerouspolitica and economic crises, themost dangerous
of which involved question of leadership succession. Xi’s body demeanour shows that he recognizes that the
power strugglein the country, isfar from over and he hasto keep proving to the party and countrymen, that
heisnumero unoin hiscountry. Asfar asindiaisconcerned, only timewill tell if themeasurestakenin 20 CPC
areone step forward or two stepsback, by China.
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